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December 17, 2006

“The Peace He Brings – Peace Between”

Luke 2:14

FCF:  Little appreciation for the peace Jesus brings
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Because Jesus has brought the peace for which we long,
(anchor) we must respond with praise to God and pursuit of His peace.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION

(READ 2 Peter 1:2-4) “Settling” is not what Peter has in mind.  Settling for less than we should, settling for less than Jesus has secured.  And yet settling is exactly what we do, especially with one another – surface level intimacy in marriage, easy dissolution of friendships, open hostility in disagreements.  We expect and settle for so little.
“That’s just how things are,” we say.  “You can’t expect too much.”  All the while singing Jesus’ praise.  All the while denying Jesus’ power.  Now please hear me.  I’m not denying the effects of Adam’s Fall.  We ought to take that more seriously than we do.  We ought not to deny the effects of Adam’s Fall.  But we ought not to deny the effects of Jesus’ coming either.  And the effects of His coming reach as far “as the curse is found,” bringing not just peace within (we talked about this last week) but peace between as well.
SCRIPTURE READING:  Luke 2:8-20
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

Why did the angel come to shepherds to announce the birth of the Savior?  Why to shepherds?  To those who occupied a social status near the bottom, those regarded as “robbers and cheats,” those whose reputation was so bad that they were not permitted to act as witnesses in Jewish law courts?  Why to shepherds?  Why to those whose story of what they had seen and heard that night would likely go unheeded, if for no other reason, because of the source?  That’s partly why their listeners wondered at what they said.
Why to shepherds?  Certainly, because of the Lord’s desire to elevate the outcast and give them a place in this drama.  Certainly to elevate.  But also to unify – to bring together.  Think with me.  Even at the dawning of our salvation, we see its sure purpose – reconciliation.  (READ Psalm 133:1) Now to whom is it “good and pleasant?”  Trick question.  Yes, to us.  But ultimately to the Lord Himself.  This is how He meant things to be, how they were made to be.  Cornelius Plantinga put it this way (READ quote):
It would include, for instance, strong marriages and secure children.  Nations and races…would treasure differences in other nations and races as attractive, important, complementary…Government officials would still take office…but to nobody’s surprise they would tell the truth and freely praise the virtues of other public officials.  Public telephone books would be left intact.  Highway overpasses would be free of graffiti.  Tow truck drivers and erring motorists would be serene on inner-city streets.  Business associates would rejoice in one another’s promotions.  Middling Harvard students would respect the Phi Beta Kappas from the University of Southern North Dakota at Hoople and would seek to learn from them.  Intercontinental ballistic missile silos would be converted into training tanks for scuba divers.  All around the world, people would stimulate and encourage one another’s virtues.  Newspapers would be filled with well-written accounts of acts of great moral beauty, and, at the end of the day, people on their porches would read these and savor them and call to each other about them.
That is what we were made for, what we long for, and what Jesus came to bring.  The Prince of Peace has come to restore “shalom” and has come to do that as “far as the curse is found” – “between us,” in our relationships.  And His people, recognizing and rejoicing in that, should and must respond with praise to Him and in pursuit of this peace.

Let’s consider this from four perspectives, four levels to the peace Jesus brings.  

I. MAP TO PEACE
First, the map to peace – the guide, the principles, the path laid out.
A) The Pronouncement
This map comes in two ways.  First, in terms of a pronouncement, something of the message of a herald, “Hear ye, hear ye.  Your King has come forth and vanquished your enemy.  No more let sin and sorrow rule.  Rejoice!  He has made you His own.”
1. Of what He has done

Listen again to Zechariah’s words (READ Luke 1:68-75).  A song of what God has done.
2. Of who we have become

And, as the New Testament unfolds, there is a growing revelation as to not only what God has done but of who we have become – no longer orphans but adopted children, no longer enemies but friends, no longer aliens but a body, a temple, a bride.
B) The Commands

Following this map begins with heeding this pronouncement of what God has done and who we have become.  And flowing from that, come commands to live that out.
1. To acknowledge

Commands to acknowledge these things of ourselves – to believe, to reckon, to embrace our new identity.  Listen to Paul’s urgings in Colossians 3 (READ Colossians 3:12a).
2. To apply

Note this.  Before telling them what they are to do, Paul reminds them of who they are (READ Colossians 3:12-13).  This is the map Jesus has given us to follow.
Application:

A vital component of the “peace between” Jesus came to bring, of the restoring of the shalom that is meant to be between us, is this map to peace He has provided – a pronouncement of what He has done and who we have become and then the commands to live that out.  And if we are to know His peace, we need to heed these words, to follow the map – to praise Him for this wondrous thing He has done, to join with the angels’ song, and to strive towards living this out, to be what and who we are.
II. MODEL FOR PEACE

That’s the first thing – the map to peace.  The second is the model for peace – Jesus Himself – examining His life, following the One who is the ultimate Peacemaker.
A) His Choices

For example, consider the choices He made in selecting His followers.  
1. The disciples

Think of the disciples, a ragtag bunch – not just unqualified according to the world’s standards but un-unified as well.  Various personalities as well as various political views – Matthew the tax collector and Simon the zealot.  Ask me about that later.
2. Paul

Then there was Saul the Pharisee, the persecutor and killer of Christians, met on the Damascus Road by the risen Jesus, drafted into His service, and made part of this body.

What do we glean from this?  His ways are not our ways.  And thank God they’re not.  We would go the route of sameness, of uniformity – a far cry from rich unity.
B) His Responses

But Jesus came to establish more.  And we see that modeled in His choices.  But in His responses as well.  At every turn, He is our model, showing us the way.
1. Facing opposition

Consider how He faced opposition (READ 1 Peter 2:23-24).  He is our Savior and model. 

2. Seeking us

And consider how He sought us, taking the initiative to save us (READ Romans 5:6-8).
Jesus is our Savior, establishing peace, and He is our model for pursuing peace.
Application:

What does this mean then for us?  Jesus has come as the Prince of Peace to restore shalom.  He has provided us with the map and the model for peace – Himself – calling us to live by that model.  Not to adopt the world’s ways, to insist on our rights or accept low expectations.  Nor to wait but to take the initiative in overcoming the estrangement – even if we’ve been hurt and someone else was at fault.  Where, after all, would we be if Jesus had waited until we “got our act together” before He came and intervened for us?
III. MEANS FOR PEACE

(READ Luke 2:14) We have the map and the model for peace.  But, honestly, we don’t have it in us to do this.  It’s too much.  And so Jesus provides the means as well.
A) His People

First, a support system, a network of people who can stand with us – the Church.
1. Plurality for wisdom

There we can find a plurality of wisdom – insight, maturity, experience beyond ourselves as to how to approach, how to respond, how to take the initiative.  How to forgive.
2. Plurality for support

A plurality of wisdom.  And support as well.  Pursuing peace is hard.  We hit resistance not just within others but within ourselves as well.  It’s messy.  And we need help.
B) His Spirit

And so Jesus, the Prince of Peace, provides the means through His people.  And His Spirit as well – His Spirit to embolden, empower, equip, strengthen, and sustain.
1. To stir within

To stir within the hearts of those with whom we long to be reconciled – overcoming their limitations and sin.  But not just within the hearts of others but ourselves.  We need this.
2. To strive

To stir within us to do what is right.  To have the resolve to confess the sin we see in ourselves, to confront the sin we see around us, and to intercede in the struggles we see between others as well.  Those things must be done but we can’t do any of it on our own.

Application:

Again, who is this Child?  Why are the angels singing?  Because He has come to bring peace.  And not just by bringing some bare and barren charge to go and make peace but in, by, and through the means He has graciously provided – His people and His Spirit.  And it is for us to rely on those means.  May the Lord indeed stir in our hearts to long for such peace, not settling for any less.  But may we not run ahead in our strength.
IV. MOTIVE TO PEACE

For to run ahead would be to fall.  Such is why with the map and the model for peace comes the means.  And then, behind and driving it all, comes the motive – love.  
A) Love for Others
1. They themselves

Love for others – our brothers and sisters, stones in His temple, members of His body.
2. The relationship

For their sake we do not settle.  And for the relationship as well.  Too dear to be given up.
B) Love for Him

For love for others, concern for them.  And for love for Jesus as well.
1. His heart

What, after all, do we see is dear to His heart?  Consider this prayer (READ John 17:20-21).  This is what in many ways drove Him to endure the cross – that we would be one.
2. His name

That should drive us as well – the priorities of our Lord’s heart.  And not only that, but the reputation of His name (READ John 17:22-23).  Francis Schaeffer said (READ quote):  “Jesus gives the world the right to judge whether the Father has sent the Son on the basis of whether the world sees observable love among all true Christians.”

Application:

Think of it this way.  What is on Jesus’ wish list for Christmas?  Christina Rosetti gets at this in her poem, “What Can I Give Him?” (READ quote):
What can I give Him; poor as I am?  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man, I would do my part.  Yet what can I give Him?  Give Him my heart.
What Jesus wants from us is us.  His heart’s desire is our hearts knit to His own – and to each other.  Gripped by His grace and impelled for His name’s sake in this world, being quick to love one another and slow to give up on one another.  And not willing to settle.

CONCLUSION:

(READ Luke 2:8-10) The angel’s news came to shepherds.  God was determined to elevate and bring outcasts into the story.  Such then was the astonishment of the people who heard.  There’s something powerful about this, this vision of reconciliation, of peace between.  Being how things were meant to be, what we were made for, we long for it.
We all do.  One of my favorite Christmas specials is an episode from “The Andy Griffith Show.”  Andy and Barney are in the courthouse on Christmas Eve.  The plans are set.  Aunt Bee will cook.  Barney will play Santa.  And the prisoners will go home.  Everything is set.  But then old Ben Weaver enters, dragging Sam Muggins.  Ben runs Weaver’s Department Store, Sam is moonshining, and Ben sees that as cutting into his business.  “Lock him up, Sheriff,” Ben demands.  Andy is stunned.  And stuck.  He has to comply.  But what will come of Sam’s wife and children?  And at Christmas?  

Andy has a plan.  He “arrests” Sam’s family as accessories to the crime and locks them up together.  Barney goes out for the tree.  Aunt Bee and Miss Ellie arrive with the food.  Christmas has come to the courthouse.  Everyone is thrilled – everyone but old Ben Weaver.  He protests but Andy won’t have it.  And then a strange thing begins to happen.  Ben begins to commit petty crimes for no apparent reason.  He steals a public bench.  He tears up a parking ticket.  Finally, Andy catches him “disturbing the peace” and notes, “If I didn’t know better, I’d think you were trying to get yourself thrown in jail.”  “Why would I do that?” Ben argues.  And then it hits Andy.  “Yeah, Ben.  Why would you do that?” he asks.  And the old man begins to soften.  And so Andy “arrests” him but allows him to pack a few things first – things that prove to be gifts from his store that are given out to everyone back at the courthouse.  Christmas had come to old Ben Beaver too.
I relay that to you because it really is a Christmas story.  The rupture and tearing of “shalom,” the longing yet still for it to be restored, and the joy found in even a partial taste in this life.  The angels sang (READ Luke 2:14).  This is part of the peace they were proclaiming.  They could see what the Prince of Peace was bringing.  They could discern something of what all this was about.  And so they sang.  May it be so with us as well.

PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Because Jesus has brought the peace for which we long,

(anchor) we must respond with praise to God and pursuit of His peace.

