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July 19, 2009

“Jesus and His Sheep”

John 10:1-29

FCF:  Not sure where we stand with God.
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) We > confidence, assurance before God (and one another)
(anchor) because Jesus laid down His life with a definite people in mind.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

· 1001 Romance

· Fixing the flowers

SCRIPTURE READING:  John 10:1-29
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:  

· Archimedes’ “death ray”

· Summary of passage

· Occasion – The Feast of Dedication
· Their question
· What He had said to them thus far
· Why they “want to hear more”

· His answer

· Cross > God’s heart is drawn to the world (see Horton)

· State

· Clarify 

· What did He have in mind when He went to that cross?
· Who did He have in mind when He went to that cross?

· Fellowship, life, assurance, security…confidence (Tenney)

· How do we know?

I. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF JESUS’ WORK

· Peterson/Williams

A) The Nature of His Work

· Intentionality of this work (10:18)

· The personal, relational nature of this work (10:3-4, 14-15, 27)

· There is “power in the blood.”

1. Personal

2. Intentional

B) The Aspects of His Work

· Clowney

· Horton

· Definition

· Not indiscriminate

1. Redemption
2. Propitiation
3. Reconciliation

4. Substitution

Illustration:

· Some deaths accomplish something – soldiers for one another, for country

· Some deaths lead to significant things – Archduke Ferdinand

· Reordered political world > WWI and WWII

· Jesus’ death reordered the entire created universe

Application:

· Potential or actual?

· If His sacrifice covers each of us – even those who do not accept it – either every person is saved or there is one sin (unbelief) for which Christ did not die.

· Sinner condemned only for sin of unbelief?  But one of millions.  

· If Christ’s death merely made it possible for us to save ourselves by following his example, by making a decision, and by living a holy life, then everybody loses.  If it only makes it possible, it doesn’t help us!

· Be assured!

II. THE REALITY OF EXCLUSION

· Peterson/Williams

Illustration:

· Grocery store analogy

· OT sacrificial system

· See Clowney

Application:

· Be humble!

III. THE HARMONY WITHIN THE TRINITY
· Peterson/Williams

A) The Father and the Son

· Christ has come to do His Father’s will.  His purpose then must be as limited in scope as His Father’s.  (John 6:38-39; 10:15, 26; 17:2, 9)

· Romans 9:11-12 – Jacob and Esau

· Charge received from His Father (10:18)

· Unity of purpose with the Father (10:30)

B) The Spirit and the Son

Application:

· Be going!

CONCLUSION:

· Limiting not the power of His death.  Only clarifying the purpose/intent.

· Not diffused meaninglessly.

· But focused intently.

· Love for spouse/children

· You’d like to hear “I love you.”  “I love them.”

· But you need to know it’s just not the same.

· We’re His cherished bride.

· We’re His adopted children.

· Be assured!  Humble!  Going!

· And come!

· What is offered.  What is at stake.
· Fellowship, Life, Assurance, security, confidence (Tenney)

· Other side of Tenney’s list

Excerpts from 60 Minutes Interview with Neil Armstrong

(Ed Bradley, aired 11/6/05)

Strolling around the Ohio farm where he was born, Armstrong is easy to talk to, but hard to know. He can seem guarded, but above all we were struck by his humility. 

“You sometimes seem uncomfortable with your celebrity. That you would rather not have all of this attention,” Bradley says.

“No, I just don't deserve it,” Armstrong says, laughing.

“But look. How many people have walked on the moon? Twelve? You were the first. You were chosen to do that. That’s special,” says Bradley.

“Yeah, I wasn't chosen to be first. I was just chosen to command that flight. Circumstance put me in that particular role. That wasn't planned by anyone,” Armstrong says.

