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September 14, 2008

“Jesus on Evangelism”

John 4:1-42

FCF:  Confusion on the part of the messenger > belying the message
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Having been set free by the love of Christ,

(magnet) we are then to go forth with the message and in the manner of this love ourselves.

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

In terms of engaging with the people around us, followers of Christ have a simple charge – to witness.  But what does that mean?  We were talking about this very thing in the senior high boys’ class a few weeks ago.  In a court of law, a witness tells the court what he or she saw.  Conjectures or secondhand stories are inadmissible.  It must be what you’ve experienced, what you’ve discovered.  That’s one image.  Another is that of a signpost.  That is, your job is to point.  It doesn’t matter whether the signpost is ugly or pretty, old or new.  It just has to be clear and to point.  That’s what we’re to do.
To be a witness, to be a signpost – it’s a simple charge.  But it’s so easily and so often bungled.  In fact, it can be so bungled that our manner can belie our message.  Could it be we need to go back to the One who sends us and hear again what He tells us?
SCRIPTURE READING:  John 4:1-42
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

True story I came across this week (READ IV2 – “Can’t Hide Great News”):
While I was attending seminary, our two older children (ages 9 and 7) seemed to attract every other child in the mobile-home park for after-school games of hide-and-seek.

Our youngest, Carrie, was not quite 3 – and (in the minds of the older siblings) always in the way. It was something you could count on; ten minutes into the games our little one would get pushed aside or skin a knee.

One afternoon she came through the front door crying for Mommy. She had gotten the worst again. My wife, Elizabeth, attempted to comfort her by giving her two freshly baked cookies. "Now, don't tell the big kids yet," she cautioned. "I haven't finished; I haven't got enough for everybody yet."

It took less than three seconds for Carrie to make it to the screen door, fling it wide, and announce to the big kids, "Cookies, I gots cookies!"

What a picture.  I can see the smile on her face.  She stands with the door open wide just beaming, wanting the others to come see what she’s found.  Why?  Great news is meant to be shared, to well up within us and then just pour out of us for all to see and hear.

Which is exactly what we see in our text this morning.  This is our second week in John 4.  Last week, we looked at the topic of spiritual thirst.  Next week, the plan is to consider what Jesus says about worship.  But for this week, we’re going to hone in on what we learn about evangelism and how the great news of God’s great love is meant to be shared, to well up within us and then just pour out of us for all to see and hear.
This woman from Samaria – see how Jesus loved her.  It’s a beautiful thing to behold.  See how He loved her and how that love compelled her to go out with the news of His love.  Which is really the pattern for us as well.  See how He’s loved us!  And having then been set free by His love, we too are then to go forth with the message and in manner of this love ourselves.  And why?  Remember, great news is meant to be shared.
That said, what does it mean to go forth with the message and in the manner of Jesus?  What does it look like?  Well, let’s look at Jesus’ conversation with this woman.

I. SEEING PEOPLE

How does He see her?  Through what lens?  As being more thirsty than she knew.
A) How She Presented Herself

Think with me.  How did she present herself?  What impression did she give?
1. Self-dependent

She’s there at the well by herself in the middle of day.  Seems somewhat self-dependent.
2. Self-directed

In her responses to Jesus, she demonstrates a brashness.  Seems somewhat self-directed.
B) What Jesus Saw

She comes across as hard.  But what did Jesus see?  Not hard but hurt.
1. Her deep thirst

He sees her deep thirst – a thirst that certainly could not be quenched by the water of this well or anything else.  Not the approval, the affirmation, the relationship, the love her heart thirsted for.  A thirst so deep she was willing to live in that culture with a man that was not her husband.  She was willing to turn to someone who looked so far down upon her that he was then willing for her to be regarded as little better than a prostitute.  
2. Her deep need
Such was her thirst that it had brought her to that point.  She is at the well in the heat of the day.  And she was thirsty.  And Jesus could see that – both her thirst and her need.  
That’s what He’s exposing to her that day – her thirst, her need, and an admitting, an acknowledging of how deep that thirst and need was (READ John 4:13-14).
Illustration:

Maybe you’ve heard this story (READ parrot story).  
A lady was walking to work one morning and, as she went past a pet store, she heard a voice, “Hey, lady.  You’re ugly.”  She looked around and realized it came from a parrot perched out front.  So she kept going but fumed at the whole thing and it ruined her day.  So the next morning she goes by the store again and hears the same voice, “Hey, lady.  You’re ugly.”  Now she’s really mad.  She goes into the store and tells the owner, “If he says that again, I’m going to kill him, sue you, and shut down your store.”  And she storms out.  So the owner tells the parrot, “If you do that again, it’s going to be parrot stew.  You understand?”  And the parrot nods.  
So the next day, she’s walking to work and, as she goes by the pet store, she hears this voice, “Hey, lady!”  And she turns, looks at the parrot and he says, “You know.”

The point?  This woman knew she was thirsty.  She knew she needed more.
Application:

And so do we.  So does everyone around us.  We can suppress it, drown it, do all we can to cover it up, but it doesn’t go away.  Focusing our lives, trying to find our identity on anything apart from God is inherently unstable.  Whatever it is may seem stable but it can desert us in a moment.  And that’s true for anyone we’ll ever meet.

That’s what we need to help people see – the same thing Jesus was unveiling to this woman, the same thing He has unveiled to you if you’re His.  That’s how He sees us.  And that’s how we need to see the people around us as we go forth with this message.
II. APPROACHING PEOPLE

So that’s the first point – Jesus saw her as more thirsty than she knew.  And the second point is this – as He approached her, He cared more for her than His comfort.
A) How She Was Regarded

It’s vital we understand how she was regarded at that time.
1. Problem of her race

There was the problem of her race.  She was a Samaritan – a mixed race made up of Israelites and people from other regions brought in when the Assyrians occupied the country seven centuries before.  Jews avoided them even more than “pure” Gentiles.
2. Problem of her false religion

There was the problem of her religion.  Theirs was a “blended worship” of the LORD and pagan idols.  They accepted only the first five books of the Old Testament.  They had their own temple.  Jews despised them as heretics, even more than outright pagans.
3. Problem of her gender

There was the problem of her gender.  Because they were thought to be incapable of serious reflection, rabbis did not disciple women.  Because they were thought to be irrational and untrustworthy, they were not allowed to be witnesses in a court of law.
4. Problem of her sin

And there was the problem of her sin – not secret but public.  She was utterly shunned.
B) How Jesus Treated Her
Such is how she was regarded.  How then did Jesus treat her?
1. Spurns societal constraints

By utterly spurning not her but all the societal constraints, caring nothing for the barriers between them.  He spoke with her.  And even more, He asked to drink from her cup.
2. Shocks everyone
And in doing so, He shocked not only her, but His disciples as well (READ John 4:27).  
What’s going on here?  (READ John 4:4) Why?  It wasn’t social pressure.  The preferred route for Jews to travel between Judea and Galilee was the longer route on the east side of the Jordan River.  Why then does Jesus go this way?  To seek her out.

Application:

He was willing “to pass through Samaria” to seek her out.  Now that begs a question.  What does this mean for us – practically?  Who are the outcasts today?  What would it mean for us “to pass through Samaria?”  Who comes to mind?  Who makes us feel uncomfortable, threatened, unsure of if or how to approach them?
Got that person or that group in mind?  Now know this.  That was her.  And Jesus loved her.  And, if you’re His, that was you.  That is how He has loved us.  And that is to shape how we approach people with this message of His love – in the manner of His love.

III. ENGAGING PEOPLE

It affects how we see people, how we approach people, and how we engage them as well.  Doing so in a way that likely will shock them because of what they’re expecting.
Illustration:

I saw this some time ago in a “Peanuts” comic strip (READ).  Sally says to Linus, “I think I would be a good evangelist.”  “Why?” asks Linus.  Sally answers, “I convinced the boy who sits behind me at school that my religion is better than his.”  “How did you do that?” asks Linus.  Sally answers, “I hit him over the head with my lunch box.”
Now, we laugh at that.  But really, we should cry.  Because as far as what many people are expecting when it comes to Christians and evangelism, that’s about right.
A) What She Was Expecting



What was this woman expecting from Jesus as He engaged her?
1. Avoidance 

First of all, avoidance – no contact or conversation at all.
2. Condemnation 

And then, if there was in fact to be any, surely a fiery condemnation.
B) What Jesus Said



But what did Jesus say to her?  It wasn’t exactly what she was expecting.
1. Reveals His need

(READ John 4:7) Jesus, the God-man, revealed to her His vulnerability and need.  Think with me.  He dignified her by acknowledging His need of what she could do for Him.
2. Respectful discussion

But that’s not all.  He entered into a respectful discussion with her.  He treated her as a rational and thoughtful person whose ideas, even if wrong, were worth listening to.
3. Gentle concern and grace
And then, of course, there is His gentle concern and grace shown towards her sin.
And to what effect?  Her life and the lives of many in her village were changed.

Application:

Again, we have to ask what does this mean for us – practically?  What would it look like for us to live this out?  To live with humility – not as though we have it all together.  We don’t.  To take people and their ideas seriously – no matter how wrong they may be, to dialogue in a respectful and gracious manner.  To respond to the sin in peoples’ lives with concern – not being guarded, reserved, or withdrawn in any way.  
And realizing again that this is how Jesus has engaged with us.  Where would we be if He treated us as outcasts?  Yes, He’s shown us our sin but done so in a way that has demonstrated love, forgiveness, and welcome; needing nothing, asking for our friendship, entrusting us with responsible tasks, commissioning and sending us out in His name.

CONCLUSION:

This is how Jesus loved her.  And how He has loved you.  And, like her, we are then to go and tell people how He’s loved us.  With a heart changed towards Him and everyone around us – just as hers was.  Note the change, the progression that took place in how she addressed Jesus.  And note the change, the progression that took place in her stance towards her fellow villagers.  Before she met this stranger at the well, she kept to herself, isolated by herself and others.  But now she’s seeking them out.  A profound change took place in her life once the gospel had taken hold of her heart.  “Listen!  You need to know how He loved me!  And you need to know how He can love you too!”
The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5 (READ 2 Corinthians 5:14-15).  The reality of what Jesus had done for Paul “controlled” him, constrained him, held him from within.  In all his preaching, teaching, counseling, travels, and travails – this is what drove him.  I know we hear much about how religion should be personal and kept private.  But for Paul, this was something that was so personal in terms of its effects, it could not remain private.  Like this woman at the well, he had been set free by the love of Jesus.  And so he went forth with the message and in the manner of Jesus’ love himself.  

We do things of this sort of thing all the time.  We tell others of a movie and how entertaining it was.  Or a new artist and how original they sound.  Or a restaurant and how great the taste, the atmosphere, the service was.  Or a vacation spot and how much rest and fun we had.  We do this all the time.  Well, what about when the stakes are far higher?  What about when the options are far more limited, when there’s only one way to go?  What about when we realize how sick our souls are, that we’re all suffering from this affliction, but we’ve found the cure?  That the thirst of our souls can be quenched if we will but drink of His living water?  If we long to pass on such news, is that arrogance?  
No.  It’s love.  It’s love.  It’s that water springing up within us and overflowing through us.  That’s what we’re called to.  Just like this Samaritan woman.  Just like Paul.  Just as someone did for us at some point.  Why?  For great news is meant to be shared.
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Having been set free by the love of Christ,

(magnet) we are then to go forth with the message and in the manner of this love ourselves.
