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October 12, 2008

“Jesus Is God”

John 5:19-30

FCF:  Not understanding who Jesus is > our response to Him

PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Because Jesus is God,
(anchor) we must hear and heed Him in ways like no other.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

College football has gone through major shifts in the last several years.  Gone are the days when the big name programs were assured easy victories over smaller schools.  Scholarship rules have changed, leveling the playing field both literally and figuratively.  So what happens?  One school underestimates another.  Assumptions are made.  The intensity drops.  And each week you can count on at least one major upset.  Why?  Not understanding who you’re really dealing with can affect your preparations and responses.

There’s a parallel here to our approach to Jesus.  We don’t understand who He is.  So we underestimate who we’re really dealing with.  And set ourselves up for an upset.
SCRIPTURE READING:  John 5:18-30
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

The financial meltdown has left us wishing we had someone who could tell us just what happened and where it’s all going.  Politicians are pointing fingers in different directions.  Analysts are pontificating on a variety of factors.  Where’s E. F. Hutton when you need him?  Remember E. F. Hutton?  That’s the stock brokerage firm that ran the ad campaign years ago with the tag line “When E. F. Hutton talks, people listen.”  I looked them up.  Hutton himself died in 1962.  The firm later went through a series of scandals, indictments, and mergers such that it hardly exists today.  So no help there – not for our economic, political, military, or societal concerns.  So where then can we turn?
Where indeed.  Let me remind you where we are in the flow of events as John has recorded.  Jesus has just defended his healing of a paralyzed man on the Sabbath.  His defense raised other questions, bringing accusations of blasphemy, given He was making Himself “equal with God.”  By that, the Jewish authorities misunderstood Him to mean He was another god.  But that wasn’t it at all.  Jesus wasn’t saying He was another god or even independent from God.  He stresses an utter submission to the Father (READ John 5:19-20).  The Father initiates, sends, commands, commissions, grants.  The Son responds, obeys, performs the Father’s will, receives authority.  This is not a rival deity but a profound unity, a unity of perfect love between the Father and the Son.  The Son sees what the Father shows Him, and then by His words and actions, reveals the Father.  

What Jesus is saying in essence is, “Look.  This is who I am.  You’ve seen these signs.  And you might as well brace yourselves for more.  For ‘even greater works than these’ are coming ‘so that you may marvel.’”  Marvel in the sense of the reality coming crashing down on the fact that Jesus really is God.  Greater works are coming.  But what are they?  And what bearing, implication, significance, pressing weight do they have on us?  Certainly this much – we must hear and heed Jesus in ways like no other.
I. HE GIVES LIFE TO THE DEAD
The first of these works is that Jesus gives life to the dead (READ John 5:21).
A) A Power for God Alone

Now from a proper Jewish understanding, such power was for God alone.
1. His prerogative

It was His prerogative (READ Deuteronomy 32:39; 2 Kings 5:7).  It’s God’s prerogative.
2. Through His agents

Now, typically that prerogative was exercised through agents (READ 2 Kings 4:33-37).
B) A Power of the Son

Elisha was an agent, an intermediary, an instrument of God.  But not so Jesus.
1. In what way?

Note what John records for us (READ John 5:25).  There is an allusion here to the future bodily resurrection.  But the main idea is that it is Jesus’ power that raises the spiritually dead now.  Pressing the point, He goes on to say (READ John 5:28-29).   Doing “good” or “evil” having to do here with whether one has placed their trust in Christ.  The idea being that, astonishing as it sounds, the very real spiritual raising in this age anticipates the very real physical raising in the next.  The one is the solid guarantee of the other.  
And how will this happen?  Notice twice Jesus says that the dead “will hear” His voice.
2. How can this be?

But that raises a question:  how can this be?  Here’s the answer (READ John 5:26).  Again, from a Jewish perspective, God alone has life “in Himself” (READ Genesis 2:7; Psalm 36:9).  God alone has life “in Himself.”  So too, from all eternity, does the Son.
The implication obviously being that Jesus, as the One who gives life to the dead, is God.  He is the One who alone can bring spiritual life, spiritual rebirth and renewal.
Illustration:

(READ 750 Illustrations – 295 “Heart”)

In December 1995 NASA’s Galileo space probe parachuted into the atmosphere of Jupiter.  Paul Hoversten (wrote) in USA Today that Galileo’s mission was to radio data back to Earth on the nature this gaseous planet.  Through telescopes astronomers have long seen tremendous storms on the surface of Jupiter.  The winds of these storms have been blowing at some four hundred miles per hour for literally hundreds of years.  Scientists wondered, was sunlight driving these storms, as happens on Earth, or was there some sort of reaction going on within the planet, as happens in the stars?

Galileo found the answer to that question.  It discovered temperatures ranging from a chilling minus 171 degrees at the cloud tops to a sizzling 305 degrees closer to the core.  More important, it found that the superhot core of the planet is the source of the centuries-long storms.  The storm winds actually swirl ten thousand miles deep into the planet.  

Andrew Ingersoll of the California Institute of Technology explained, “The winds we see at the cloud tops are just the tip of the iceberg.  Jupiter’s whole fluid interior is in motion just as rapidly as winds at the surface…This helps us explain why you can have 300-year-old storms and jet streams that last for hundreds of years.  You’ve got so much inertia behind it, it’s like a giant flywheel spinning forever.”

Application:

The core of Jupiter is the engine of the planet.  So it is with a person.  The only way to really change a person is to change the heart.  You want to start over?  You need a whole new core.  Imagine trying to change the core of Jupiter.  It’s too much to even contemplate.  It’s the same with our hearts.  It’s too far beyond us.  You can’t do it.

Take a look at the world.  We’ve thrown money and studies and education and experts at every conceivable problem.  Look at all we’ve tried and how far it’s gotten us.  What’s our hope?  (READ John 5:21) Jesus offers the only hope we have of a new beginning.  He alone can change our core.  Which means, if you’re a Christian and you’ve experienced this, you need to thank Him.  And if you’re not a Christian and you’re still searching, you need to ask Him.  It’s just as plain as that.  Jesus is God.  Jesus is God.  And that being the case, we need to hear and heed Him in ways like no other.
II. HE WILL JUDGE ALL MEN

That’s the first of these greater works that Jesus speaks of.  The second is this – He not only gives life to the dead but He will also judge all men (READ John 5:22-23).
A) A Right for God Alone
Now, again from a Jewish understanding, as is the case with the giving of life and His having life “in Himself,” the right to judge is for God and God alone.

1. What this means

It is His to separate out the wheat from the chaff, the sheep from the goats.
2. His prerogative
It is His to render each his or her due (READ Deuteronomy 32:36; Psalm 7:8-11; 9:7-8).
B) A Right for the Son

So clearly the right to judge is for God and it is for God alone.  Yet John speaks here of this same right being granted and given to Jesus, the Son.
1. How can this be?

How can this be?  (READ John 5:27) The Father has delegated this authority to the Son.  For Jesus is the “Son of Man” of whom Daniel spoke (READ Daniel 7:13-14).
2. To what effect?

And to what effect?  Not to the robbing of God’s honor like the Pharisees assumed and insisted but to the enhancing of His honor – both His and the Son.  To honor the one is to honor the other.  And to dishonor the one is to dishonor the other.  Such is the tie, the bond, between the Father and the Son.  And that needs to be heard and carefully heeded.
The implication of all this being that Jesus will judge all men, that it is for God alone to exercise such judgment.  Which can only mean that Jesus is God.

Illustration:

Again, this needs to be said.  And heard (READ Christianity Explored, pp.97-98):
In 1994, the film Schindler’s List was released.  One episode of the story is set in and around Krakow in Poland during World War II.  SS guards are moving the Jews from their town ghetto to a labor camp outside and Oscar Schindler, the hero of the story, sees a mother and her son brutally murdered by the guards.  What shocks Schindler most is the fact that this murder has taken place in full view of a young girl who is about three years old.  He notices her because she is dressed in red.  In the book that inspired the film, the author continues:
Later in the day after he’d absorbed a ration of brandy, Oscar understood the proposition in its clearest terms:  they permitted witnesses, such witnesses as the red toddler, because they believed all the witnesses would perish too.

The Nazi guards did what they liked because they believed that they would never be called to account for their actions.  The little girl in red could be allowed to witness the murder because she wouldn’t be living much longer anyway.  In effect, nothing they did mattered any more.  All those with the power to condemn their actions would be dead.

Application:

But death is not the end.  Thankfully, the Bible repeatedly assures us that no wrongdoing will be left unaddressed.  Ultimately there will be justice.  Again, this must be said.  Why?  Think with me here.  Do any of us really want to live in a world where nothing matters, where even the most extreme cruelty is met with but a vacuous silence?
In response to such cruelty, we need to know, to be assured, of the reality of a coming judgment and the character of the One who judges.  For there is just so much cruelty, so much injustice in this world all around us, so much that can only be described as evil.  And there are times when the reality of that coming judgment is the only thing that can hold this world and us in check.  Holding the world in check in the sense the knowledge that death is not the end, that wrongdoing will be addressed, brings a pause, a brake on the slide into the ditch.  It holds the world in check.  And yet it holds us in check as well in the sense that we can rest in the hope that Jesus will take care of all this and so we need not then take things into our own hands.  “Vengeance is mine,” says the Lord.  We need to know that.  And it is good to know who it is that’s going to carry it out.

CONCLUSION:

(READ John 5:19-20, 30) Jesus is saying some astonishing things here.  Go back and reread it and imagine hearing it for the first time as the eyewitnesses that day or the first time this account was read in a church gathering like this but in the 1st century.  Let that stark shock value settle in.  If John has just made this up, it really isn’t worth our attention.  But given that he didn’t, that it’s verifiable, it’s very much worth our attention.

Let me come at it another way.  Listen to this quote from St. Augustine’s Confessions (READ Augustine, Confessions, trans. Chadwick, 1: iv. 4-5):  
"Most high, utterly good, utterly powerful, most omnipotent, most merciful and most just, deeply hidden yet most intimately present, perfection of both beauty and strength, stable and incomprehensible, immutable and yet changing all things, never new, never old, making everything new and ‘leading’ the proud ‘to be old without their knowledge’ (Job 9:5 Old Latin version); always active, always in repose, gathering to yourself but not in need, supporting and filling and protecting, creating and nurturing and bringing to maturity, searching even though to you nothing is lacking: you love without burning, you are jealous in a way that is free of anxiety, you ‘repent’ (Gen. 6:6) without the pain of regret, you are wrathful and remain tranquil. You will a change without any change in your design. You recover what you find, yet have never lost. Never in any need, you rejoice in your gains (Luke 15:7); you are never avaricious, yet you require interest (Matt. 25:27). We pay you more than you require so as to make you our debtor, yet who has anything which does not belong to you? (1 Cor. 4:7). You pay off debts, though owing nothing to anyone; you cancel debts and incur no loss. But in these words what have I said, my God, my life, my holy sweetness? What has anyone achieved in words when he speaks about you?" 

Now, take that soaring description and recognize this.  It could all be applied to Jesus.
Yes, Jesus is fully man.  And that has real implications.  He led a fully human life and experienced the full range of trials and temptations that we do.  But He is fully God as well.  He’s both.  Listen.  The deity of Jesus without the humanity of Jesus leaves us without a God who can sympathize with our weaknesses.  But the humanity of Jesus without the deity of Jesus leaves us with but a marred and incomplete image of His fullness.  As Mark Driscoll puts it, it leaves us with (READ Driscoll quote):
…little more than a limp-wristed, marginalized, hippie-esque, unemployed Galilean pacifist in a dress with feathered hair and open-toed sandals – a guy that the average man would be remiss to worship because he could beat up that Jesus.

If Jesus is not fully God, He is not worthy of our emulation, much less our worship.
But here’s the thing.  He is fully God.  He is worthy of more than our lip service.  He is worthy of our listening, our very lives.  He is the sovereign and exalted One, the One of whom John would later write (READ Revelation 19:11-16).  Jesus is God.  That’s why we should listen to Him.  And that’s why we should speak.  He has rightfully claimed authority for Himself.  And He has commanded us to go forth and to proclaim Him as Lord and Savior.  Yes, this is astonishing!  May it astonish us all the more.
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Because Jesus is God,

(anchor) we must hear and heed Him in ways like no other.

