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November 2, 2008

“Jesus, How Can You Say Such Things?”

John 5:31-47

FCF:  Problems with Jesus speaking with such authority
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Because Jesus is indeed the Son of God,
(anchor) what He says must be heard and heeded.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

True story from Erma Landis in Christian Reader (READ 750 quote):
For decades, anyone living within five or six miles of the hat factory in Denver, Pennsylvania, set their clocks and watches by the sirens the factory set off five days a week.  At 5:30 a.m., the wake-up siren would begin the day followed by the starting, lunchtime, and quitting sirens at the designated times.

When the siren system was eventually disbanded, a friend of mine was reminiscing with the timekeeper about his job.  “What did you use to determine the exact time?”  With a twinkle in his eye, the man reached in his pocket and pulled out a child’s Mickey Mouse watch.
I tell you that story because of the way it illuminates one of the most profound issues in our culture – our problem with authority.  How do we know that those telling us the way it is aren’t just using a Mickey Mouse watch?  What is the backing, the spine, of their claims to our trust?  We see this rearing its head in every arena – at work, in school, in our homes, in the church, and in the Bible itself.  Think of the Gospels, the claims of Christ, the assertions and demands He makes.  “Jesus, how can you say such things?”
SCRIPTURE READING:  John 5:31-47
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

This past week marked the 70th anniversary of one of the most memorable moments in the history of broadcasting.  It was October 30th (READ WCS quote):
(And) on (that) day in 1938, Orson Welles caused panic all over the United States when he broadcast his adaptation of H. G. Wells’ novel, The War of the Worlds.  In spite of a disclaimer included at the beginning and rebroadcast throughout the program, listeners panicked when they heard realistic-sounding weather reports and news broadcasts of a Martian invasion of Earth.  In New England, where the “invasion” was taking place, people packed their valuables and fled their homes.  When the broadcast was over and the truth was realized, many were outraged at what they believed was a deliberate deception; Welles maintained throughout that he was merely trying to create quality entertainment.

Welles’ work caused quite a stir at the time.  But, as time went by, things settled down.  Now he’s known more for his work with Citizen Kane and Paul Masson commercials.  Things have settled down.  What he said and the stir it caused just isn’t such a big deal.
Not so here with what we read in John’s Gospel.  Not with the claims of Christ.  Not with the assertions and demands He makes.  This is all very much a big deal.  Let me remind you of where we are in our study.  Jesus has just healed a paralytic.  The Jewish authorities are upset with Him because He did this on the Sabbath.  Jesus then defends what He has done.  The rationale He gives only proves to upset His opponents even more.  Why?  (READ John 5:18).  From there He makes clear that greater works than these are coming for His Father has granted Him authority both to give life and to judge all men.

These are astonishing assertions – so much so they raise the question of His right to make them.  Was this based merely on His word?  That would be enough but, no, there were witnesses to be called whose testimony needs to be heard – testimonies that make clear Jesus is indeed the Son of God.  And what He says must then be heard and heeded. 

I. THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
Three testimonies, the first of whose was John the Baptist (READ John 5:33-35).

A) Who He Was
1. Not the Light

Now there is a distinction being made here.  John was not the Light, in and of itself.
2. But still a lamp

He was not the Light.  But he was a lamp.  And light came through him.  Jesus was not belittling John’s message but making clear the nature of his authority (READ John 1:6).
B) The Appeal

1. Harkening back

All which forms the basis for Jesus’ appeal.  He harkens back to the very real messianic excitement John’s ministry had generated.  And the positive reception he had received.
2. Making connection

Jesus then makes a connection between Himself and John.  “Remember what John said.  I’m the One he was telling you about.  Think back to what he said.  Remember?”
Such is the first testimony to Jesus’ authority – that of John the Baptist.
Application:

A quick aside.  Testifying, giving witness to Jesus, is the privilege of every disciple.  Statistics prove that the most common means for people coming to Christ is the testimony of others who have experienced Him themselves, bearing out D. T. Niles’ definition of evangelism as “one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.”

Now back to John the Baptist.  Note this is an historical figure stepping forth, speaking clearly, knowing the risks and the implications, stating with great courage and credibility that Jesus is the Son of God.  And so what He says must be heard and heeded.

II. THE TESTIMONY OF THE WORKS

But there is yet more – the testimony of the works (READ John 5:36).
A) Identifying What They Are
1. Listing

These are the “signs” so prevalent in John’s Gospel – the miracles of Jesus that show and prove Him to be the Revealer of God, the Giver of eternal life, and the Savior Himself.
2. Explanation

And so they are one of the ways Jesus makes the presence of the unseen God known.  
B) Tracing Their Source

1. To the Father

Now, tracing their source, what do we see?  Strictly speaking, these works were not “self-generated.”  They were appointed by the Father, showing the submission of the Son.
2. To their relationship

(READ John 5:19) These works give us a glimpse of the relationship within the Trinity, showing us things both of the Father and the Son and the unity of their relationship.
Such then is the second testimony to Jesus’ authority – the works He carried out.
Application:

Two thoughts on this.  First, the historicity of these works.  The testimony, the witness of the miracles remains weighty.  It’s pretty difficult to explain the birth and spread of Christianity without there being a group of people in the 1st century who heard what Jesus said, saw what He did (especially the resurrection), and then took their stand.
And those works continue today.  How?  Bruce Milne answers (READ quote), “as he moves on through the ages and among the nations, saving, renewing, healing, liberating, inspiring, lifting, comforting and directing all who come to God by him.” “Aslan,” as C. S. Lewis pointed out in the Narnia Chronicles, “is on the move.”  These works show Jesus to be the Son of God and One whose words we must hear and heed.
III. THE TESTIMONY OF THE WORD

Which takes us to the third testimony – the Word of God (READ John 5:37-40).
A) Laudable Study
1. What this involved

What is Jesus saying here?  Certainly the study of the Scriptures is laudable.  Indeed, the Jewish leaders were said to “search” the Scriptures – engaging in keen scrutiny.
2. Why it was worth doing

Which is always a worthwhile endeavor (READ Psalm 19:7-11).
B) Tragic Mistake

That said, for all their laudable study, these men had made a tragic mistake.
1. Misunderstanding
They misunderstood the message of the images, the symbols, the very events of their own history, the ceremonial system.  The long-awaited Messiah was to be a suffering servant.
2. Refusal to repent

And with this misunderstanding came a refusal to repent, to turn away from their self-righteousness and self-dependence and towards Him.  Failing to see the radical nature of God’s holiness and their sin, they had downgraded their need and dismissed Jesus.
But the testimony of the Word is that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Word.
Application:

Which should give us pause.  Christians are rightly described as “people of the Book.”  And that’s good, even laudable.  But we have to remember here too that it is not the Scriptures themselves that give life but the Son who is met through the Scriptures.

Which is to say we should be immersed in it, always going deeper, longing to see yet more of our need for Christ and how His work on the cross has met that need.
CONCLUSION:

Bringing these testimonies together, the clear message is that Jesus is indeed the Son of God.  And the clear implication of that is that what He says must be heard and heeded.  And it must be heard and heeded in such a way as to not make it a wax nose we can then twist whatever way we wish.  This is the indictment Jesus lays out before the Jewish authorities (READ John 5:41-44).  Their hearts were not set on God.  They were looking far more to human praise than to His.  The result?  They were more ready to hear what others knew they wanted to hear than what they desperately needed to hear. 
And what did they, what do we, need to hear?  The very things Jesus was and is committed to revealing to us – the answers to the very questions our hearts beat to know.  “Who am I?”  You are not an accident.  You are not a mistake.  You are the crowning glory of God’s creation, made in His image according to His likeness.  That’s who you are.  “Why am I here?”  You exist for more than just the pursuits of consumption and enjoyment.  You are here for Him, to give Him glory and honor in all you are and all you do.  That’s why you’re here.  “But what’s gone wrong with the world?”  It is more than just a lack of education or provision or governance or oversight.  The problem is burrowed down deep, a problem of twisted hearts in rebellion against God.  That’s what’s gone wrong with the world – you and me.  “Well, what can make it right?”  Not trying to do more good than bad and hoping it will somehow work itself out.  Not our working at all but our coming to painful grips with the hard reality we can’t be good, we can’t make up for what we’ve done, and our hearts ache for the assurance of where we’re going.  The only way it can be made right is by the One who has shown Himself to be the Revealer of God, the Giver of eternal life, the Savior of sinners.  And that is Jesus.  It is Jesus.
Election Day is Tuesday.  Which means, among other things, the campaign is nearly behind us – a season where, for a while, we tune our ears closely to what’s being said but then, after a time, just find ourselves tuning it all out.  We’ve heard enough.  We doubt the sincerity.  We doubt the possibilities.  Cynicism creeps in.  So we start tuning it out.  Hear me.  This is different.  Jesus is different.  Don’t tune Him out.  The One who speaks these words is the Son of God.  Hear Him.  Hear and heed what He has to say.

PROPOSITION:  (magnet) Because Jesus is indeed the Son of God,

(anchor) what He says must be heard and heeded.
