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January 26, 2009

“Jesus Walks on Water”

John 6:16-21

FCF:  The world isn’t safe.  So what are you going to do?
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) The world isn’t safe.  Jesus isn’t safe.  But He’ll keep you safe.
(magnet) And so we need to trust Him through everything.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:
The world isn’t safe.  Case in point:  this week was the 10th anniversary of the F-3 tornado that ripped through downtown Clarksville.  One witness recalled (READ quote):
It looked like somebody had taken a lawn mower through there – everything to the right and to the left was fine.  But there was a path probably 150 to 200 yards wide where everything was down.

So, what do you do?  You come together.  You rebuild.  And that’s what happened.  Making improvements as well, better preparations – a new Emergency Operations Center, a SkyWarn network, and upgrades to the National Weather Service antennae.

The world isn’t safe.  And tornados are really but a reflection of deeper problems, of things beneath the surface.  Spiritually, the world isn’t safe.  So, what do you do?

SCRIPTURE READING:  John 6:16-21
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

Something to consider.  The world isn’t safe.  And Jesus isn’t safe either.  Our family watches a bit of National Geographic’s “The Dog Whisperer.”  We recently saw a story on a couple who had brought two wolf-hybrids into their home in suburban California.  And, of course, they were having trouble and called Caesar to help them learn how to live with these creatures.  Being part wolf, they were huge.  And I remember thinking, “This can’t be a good idea.  I don’t care what they say.  They aren’t safe.  You can’t domesticate a wolf.  You shouldn’t try to domesticate a wolf.  ”  But people try.  
People try to domesticate Jesus as well.  And He is far less safe.  He can’t be domesticated.  And we shouldn’t try.  We shouldn’t try to control Him in any way.  Let me say it again.  The world isn’t safe.  Jesus isn’t safe.  But He’ll keep you safe.

What is the Gospel of John about?  John tells us (READ John 20:30-31).  These signs are recorded for a reason – to show us that Jesus is the revealer of God, that He is the giver of eternal life, and that He is the Savior.  So, in one way or another, that’s what this text tells us.  But how?  What does Jesus’ walking on the water reveal about Him?
It’s worth remembering what has just happened, what the disciples had just witnessed – the “Feeding of the 5,000” – Jesus miraculously providing plentiful food for a multitude of people.  Think of the implications of this – not just that episode but the flow of the last 12 hours.  Jesus is God.  Jesus is God.  And His followers need to follow Him, depend upon Him, look to Him, lean upon Him in all they do.  Why?  Because – I’ll say it again – the world isn’t safe.  He isn’t safe.  But know this – He’ll keep you safe.
Let’s look at what happens next and break it down into three parts.

I. THE STORM GATHERING

First, the storm gathering (READ John 6:16-17).
A) The Deeper Danger

John is setting before us both a readily apparent and then an even deeper danger.
1. Literal storm

Obviously there was a literal, meteorological storm.  In fact, because of the terrain and the varying elevations, such squalls are common still today.  This was a literal storm.
2. Likely significance
But, in how John describes it, this literal storm had some likely significance.  You need to understand that from a Jewish perspective the sea and storms meant chaos, disorder, the tribulations of life.  Night and darkness meant evil, ignorance, trouble, and sorrow.  There’s more going on than just weather.  And John’s readers would have known this.
B) Jesus’ Absence

So you have this deeper danger.  And then Jesus’ absence.  Likely the disciples were expecting to meet Him on the other side.  And what’s going on here is that the sea, the darkness, and Jesus’ absence are all true in the flow of events but each is laden with symbolic significance.  That is to say, without Jesus, the disciples were in deeper danger.  

1. Literal absence

Clearly, He was literally absent.  They couldn’t see Him, hear Him, touch Him.  They didn’t know where He was, what He was doing, and when He was coming back.

2. Likely significance

And the likely significance was that there are times when that’s just how it feels.
That is, we find ourselves facing deeper danger.  And then His absence.

Application:

Face facts.  There are times He isn’t there.  There are times we feel confused, alone, hurt, betrayed, and angry.  At Him.  Because He’s absent.  At least it seems like it.
But hold on.  You can and you need to trust Him.  There may well be some things you can’t see.  For He is there.  He is coming.  He is at work.  And He hasn’t let you go.

II. JESUS APPEARING

Which brings us to the second stage – Jesus’ appearing (READ John 6:18-20).
A) The Wonder of His Coming

You’ve got to recognize the absolute wonder of His coming as He did.
1. Not “by the sea”

This wasn’t, as some say, “by the sea.”  With the Greek, it is grammatically possible.
2. But “on the sea”

But it’s logically foolish.  Jesus was walking not “by” but “on the sea.”  How else can we explain their reaction?  Think about this.  They were rowing, looking back towards where they came.   And that’s where He came from, and then proceeded to overtake them.

And it was at this point the real fright set in.  These were seasoned fisherman.  Note there’s no alarm spoken of towards the storm.  But this!  What’s going on here?  Perhaps they remembered the words of Psalm 107 (READ Psalm 107:23-30).  Who is this?

Clearly, this shows not only Jesus’ power and authority over nature and creation but that He is the Savior from the deeper spiritual danger as well.  That’s who this is.
B) The Reality of His Delay

That’s what we see with His appearing in the storm.  But what of His delay?
1. What Jesus did 

Again, think with me here.  What did Jesus do?  He did come near.  He did speak out (READ John 6:20).  Likely, He was just identifying Himself to them.  But, at the same time, the careful reader of John’s Gospel would pick up on this as a hint of His being the great “I Am.”  “It’s me, Jesus.  Stop being afraid.”  He comes near.  And He speaks out.

2. What He could have done
Still, think of what He could have done.  He would have known from that hillside where He was praying what they were facing out there.  And He could have stopped it.  Right then.  He could have stopped it, met them on the other side, and asked them about it later.

Why the delay?  Why would He hide Himself?  Why would Jesus hide Himself?
Application:

There are times when Jesus does not hasten to the side of His people.  There are times when He makes us wait.  The Westminster Confession of Faith (READ WCF V:5):
The most wise, righteous, and gracious God does often leave, for a time, His own children to many temptations, and the corruption of their own hearts, to chastise them for former sins, or to show them the hidden strength of corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts, that they may be humbled; and, to raise them to a more close and constant dependence for their support on Him, and to make them more watchful against all future occasions of sin, and for various other just and holy ends.
What is this saying?  That sometimes Jesus does not immediately rush to our side so as to try us, to expose our sin, to build our character, that we would then turn to Him.  Sometimes He delays, He hides Himself, to produce fruit in our lives and prepare us for service, to lead us to Him anew – the one place we were most meant to be.
Illustration:

That great London preacher, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, once said (READ quote), “We are on too good a terms with ourselves…We don’t know much about dust and ashes.”  And God is willing to impress that upon us at times – not to rub it in our face but to cause us to look to and depend upon Him anew.  There is such latent corruption, such foolish deceit in our hearts.  We are like a petroleum plant.  It only takes a spark to set us ablaze.  Again, this world isn’t safe.  And Jesus isn’t safe either.  But He’s promised to keep us safe.  And so we need to trust Him in everything.  Even when He delays appearing.
III. THE DISCIPLES RECEIVING 

Which brings us to the last stage – the disciples receiving (READ John 6:21).
A) Safely to Shore
Yes, there was a delay.  But then Jesus brought them safely to shore.
1. Power displayed
On this immediate arrival to shore, some would say that once the storm settled down, the disciples simply realized how close to the shore they were.  But Jesus had met them when they were but half-way across the lake.  This is then another display of His power.  He is God.  And He rules over time and space just as surely as He does over gravity and matter.
2. Questions raised
God alone can still the storm.  And He alone can work wonders to bring travelers to their destination.  Which harkens back to (READ 1 Kings 18:41-46).  Again, who is this?
B) Praise of Silence
Jesus brought them safely to the shore.  Which brought forth from them a praise of silence.  You note that we have no record of the disciples saying anything at this point.
1. Silent lips

Their lips – so often saying so much that was so wrong – here were silent.
2. Glad hearts

But their hearts were glad – glad to take Jesus into the boat.
Why?  Because Jesus, the One who has all things in His hands, had them.  That Jesus had come through the storm and into their boat.  And so with that, they were glad.
Application:

They were glad for His presence.  Jesus is not a means to an end.  We treat Him that way but He won’t have it.  We turn to Him for better health, better marriages, better children, better careers, better stuff.  All sorts of ends we superimpose on Him, making Him the means towards our ends.  Now He can bring those things.  And, in time, often does.  But He is not a means.  He is the end.  He is the end for whom we were made – not our lesser ends.  And He is determined to help us see that.  Even enough to, after a delay in the storm, to come through at what proves to be the perfect time and the perfect way.
Illustration:

How does this happen?  Jesus has various ways of doing it – sometimes through His people, sometimes through His Word.  Consider Charles Simeon, the great English preacher.  He was appointed to Holy Trinity Church at Cambridge by a bishop against the will of the congregation.  And so they made Simeon’s life as miserable as they could in those early years.  They laughed at him in the street.  They scorned his preaching the gospel.  They locked their rented pews and those who came to hear him had to stand in the aisles.  At every turn, they made it obvious that they didn’t like him and didn’t want him.  To put it another way, he was rowing against a stiff strong wind (READ quote):
When I was an object of much derision in the university, I strolled forth one day, buffeted and afflicted with my little Testament in my hand. I prayed earnestly to my God that he would comfort me with some cordial from His Word, and that on opening the book I might find some text which would sustain me… The first text which caught my eye was this: ‘They found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name; him they compelled to bear his cross.’ You know Simon is the same name as Simeon. What a word of instruction was here – what a blessed hint for my encouragement! To have the Cross laid upon me, that I might bear it after Jesus – what a privilege! It was enough. Now I could leap and sing for joy as one whom Jesus was honouring with a participation in his sufferings… I henceforth bound persecution as a wreath of glory round my brow.

What happened?  Jesus came through the storm to help His weary disciple to the shore.

CONCLUSION:

Let me finish with another story.  In his book, The Persecutor, Sergei Kourdakov tells of his life as a member of the KGB in Soviet Russia.  Assigned to break up meetings of Christians, inflicting severe beatings – smashing windows, doors, faces, families.  Robert Peterson sums it up this way (READ pp.48-49, Understanding John’s Gospel):
On one occasion, ordered to burn confiscated Scripture portions, Sergei hid a few pages of Luke’s Gospel in his shirt pocket out of curiosity.  Later that night alone on his bunk he read them and was deeply affected by Jesus’ telling his followers to love their enemies.  ‘Suddenly the words leaped out of those pages and into my heart…It was as though somebody were in the room with me, teaching me those words and what they said.  They made a profound impact on me.’  
Sergei realized that the believers put into practice these teachings of Jesus.  He remembered them praying for him even as he was beating them.  Gradually the love of the Christians for him, their tormentor, got to Sergei.  He found he could no longer take part in the attacks upon believers.

He realized the spiritual danger that surrounded him.  Living in an atheistic atmosphere and being a persecutor of Christians, how could he possibly become a believer himself?

Nevertheless, he came to fear the judgment of God more than that of men.  To gain freedom he risked his life by diving from a Soviet ship off British Columbia and swimming in icy waters to Canada.  By God’s grace Sergei trusted Christ as Savior.  Later he…ministered to youth until he was ‘mysteriously’ shot to death on a skiing trip.  In spite of having predicted that the KGB would kill him, Sergei served Christ to the end.  Now he enjoys the presence of his Savior in heaven.

The world isn’t safe.  Jesus isn’t safe.  But He’ll keep you safe.  And so we need to trust Him through everything.  Sergei Kourdakov came to see the reality of his spiritual danger and that that danger was greater than any other, that the world isn’t safe.  And that, even though Jesus isn’t safe, He is the only one who could save him.  In fact, it is precisely because Jesus isn’t safe, that He is so much more than we could imagine or deserve, that He is the only One who could save him.  Or us.  And it’s to Him we must turn and trust.

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) The world isn’t safe.  Jesus isn’t safe.  But He’ll keep you safe.

(magnet) And so we need to trust Him through everything.

