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February 8, 2009

“Drawn by the Father”

John 6:35-51
FCF:  Confusion as to roles (how we come to trust in Christ)
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Our coming to Christ is traced to our being drawn by the Father.
(magnet) And because of that, He is due all our praise and trust.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

There is a changing of the guard every few years in Washington and this year is certainly no exception.  The old faces out and the new faces in.  Some once in the private sector move into the public.  Some once in the public sector move into the private.  Some stay in the public but shift their roles – often members of the legislative branch moving into the executive.  And with the shifts in roles come many adjustments, adjustments that have to be made for things to work.  Everybody needs to know and then play their role.
We all face this.  We all need to be clear of our roles and make the adjustments.  Especially as creatures before the living God.  Putting it another way, “Wake up!  You’re not God.”  That said, we should add, “Cheer up!  You’re not God.”  It’s not all up to you.  In fact, some things don’t have anything to do with you.  And we need to keep that clear.
SCRIPTURE READING:  John 6:35-51
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

“How did we get here?”  I find myself wondering that all the time in leading discussions with the senior high boys.  “How did we get on this topic, running down this rabbit trail?”  Tracing it back, thinking it through, I often come up with some surprising answers.  “How did we get here?”  It’s a reasonable question for any of us to ask.  It’s good to trace it back, to think it through.  Because, as the old saying goes, when you find a turtle on top of a fence post, you have to figure he didn’t get there by himself.  

So how did we get here?  How does a sinner, a self-dependent, self-righteous creature, stubbornly at odds with God and determined to make it on his or her own – how does such a creature come to be right with God?  Honestly, how did we get here?
Last week we looked at John 6 and the nature of faith.  Jesus tells us it involves eating His flesh, coming to Him, looking upon Him, believing in Him, entrusting ourselves solely to Him, relying upon Him completely and continually.  Powerful images as to the nature of faith.  But here’s the question.  How does one come to faith?  How does one come to believe in Jesus?  And why do some believe and some do not?
And the answer we find is as shocking and surprising as everything else Jesus has said thus far.  Our coming to Christ is ultimately traced to our being drawn by the Father.  That’s how we got here.  Our coming to Christ is ultimately traced to our being drawn by the Father.  Which means, that being true, He is then due all our praise and trust.

How does this text speak to that and what are the implications of all this for us?

I. THE NECESSITY OF THIS DRAWING
First, we see that it speaks to the necessity of this drawing (READ John 6:44a).  
A) The Reality of Our Predicament
This is the backdrop to all that follows.  Outside of God’s initiative, we are hopeless and helpless.  Paul writes of this (READ Ephesians 2:1-3).  God does not help those who help themselves.  Which is good.  Why?  Because we cannot help ourselves.

1. Dead

Spiritually, we were dead.  The dead do not raise themselves.
2. Enslaved

Spiritually, we were enslaved.  The enslaved to not redeem themselves.
3. Condemned

Spiritually, we were condemned.  The condemned do not release themselves.
B) The Resulting Inability

That is the reality of our predicament.  And with it comes a resulting inability.
1. Crushing diagnosis

Jesus says “No one can come to me unless the Father…draws him.”  This is speaking to our ability.  Or, more accurately, our inability.  It is an absolutely crushing diagnosis.
2. Universal application

And it has a universal application.  “No one.”  No one.
All of which harkens back to the prologue of John’s Gospel (READ John 1:9-10).  This is why Jesus says what He does of the necessity of a new birth (READ John 3:3).
Application:

Let me ask you something here.  How much of a role did you have in your birth?  None.  The same applies here.  When it comes to this spiritual birth, we are completely passive.  Whatever is going to happen is going to have to be of God.  It has to be of God.  It has to be.  Which means that whatever does happen, all praise is then due to God.

Illustration:

Think of it this way.  Imagine you are a prisoner of the most wicked ruler in the universe.  Imagine that this ruler keeps you a captive in his kingdom, a kingdom of darkness and sorrow.  Not only that, but imagine this ruler has power over you to make you do his evil will and bidding.  Day after day, he causes you to do things that hurt not only you and but those you love as well.  It is an absolutely miserable existence.  Well, here’s the thing.  That is where any one of us is before we come to believe in Christ.    
We need to be freed from that rule.  We need someone to rescue us, to redeem us, to save us.  And whoever could and would is then due all our praise and all our trust.
II. THE CERTAINTY OF THIS DRAWING
So that’s the first thing – the necessity of this drawing.  Which then takes us to the second – its certainty – which is just wonderfully good news (READ John 6:44a, 37a).
A) Not Merely Possible

Understand that Jesus is clearly not speaking here of mere possibilities.
1. God has not done all He can do

It is not as though God has, in sending His beloved Son, simply done all He can do for us.
2. He is not just sitting back waiting

It’s not as though He is just sitting back, waiting to see how we’ll respond.  One of the worst illustrations that’s given here is of the cosmic ballots.  The idea being that God has cast a vote for us, Satan has cast a vote against us, and we are left to break the tie.
B) But Absolutely Sure

That’s not it at all.  This is not something merely possible but absolutely sure.
1. The sovereignty of God

We have to reckon here with the sovereignty of God.  His grace is triumphant.
2. The unity of the Trinity

We have to reckon with the sovereignty of God.  And then the unity of the Trinity as well.  One God, three persons, united not just in what they are but in what they do.  How does this express itself here?  The Father chose a people and willed and planned to redeem them.  The Son took on a human body to live a life of perfect righteousness in the place of that people and to die to pay for their sins.  Over time, through various means, the Holy Spirit then works in the hearts of that people to cause them to believe in Jesus.

All this is to say there is not a possibility of this drawing but a certain surety.
Illustration:

Twice in John 21, John refers to the dragging and the hauling of a fishnet.  It’s a powerful word, suggesting might, effort, or exertion so as to overcome resistance.  Why do I mention that?  Because it’s the same word used here, translated in John 6 as “draw.” 

Think of it this way.  If you’re standing at a well and need some water, how do you bring it to you?  You don’t woo it.  You don’t plead with it, “Here, water, water, water” and expect it, on its own power, to jump up out of the well and into your bucket.  You have to lower that bucket down and draw it out.  It’s the same idea here – a drawing.  
Application:

Think of the implications to this.  If you are a follower of Christ, one of His own, this is what He has done for you.  He drew you to Himself.  He drew you.  Mine that.
This is what He has done for you.  Which means He has some glorious things in store for you.  Think with me here.  When you consider how he found us, the state we were in, nothing then looked more helpless and hopeless.  Which means that nothing now is.  If He could change that, if He could change us, then He can change anything.  This situation, that relationship, this crisis, this confusion and concern – there is nothing beyond His reach.  How do we know?  Because we were not and so it is not.  And neither are they – the person we’re struggling with, the estrangement that is there between us and them and between them and God.  Nothing is beyond His reach.  Not us.  And not them.
All those things are implications of the reality that our coming to Christ is traced back to our being drawn by the Father.  And so He is then due all our praise and trust.

III. THE PROCESS OF THIS DRAWING
The necessity of this drawing.  The certainty of this drawing.  And lastly, the process of this drawing.  No one is forced.  No one is dragged, kicking and screaming, into heaven.  How can this be?  Because He changes our nature, our disposition such that we recover our sanity and He then becomes all we want (READ John 6:44-45).
A) Upon Our Minds
“Taught (instructed) by God” – a work that focuses first on our minds.
1. Convincing

As the Westminster Shorter Catechism notes, “convincing us of our sin and misery.”  Helping us to see our guilt.  Enabling us to come to grips not just with the wounds we bear but the wounds we’ve caused, our separation from the One who made us, our enmity with God.  Pressing on us that we might see the need for help, for rescue, for a Savior.
2. Enlightening

This drawing involves a work upon our minds, convincing us and enlightening us as well.  Helping us to see who Jesus is, what He has done, what that has to do with us.  Making us able to understand that God has sent a Savior – Jesus.  And why He came – not just to teach, not just to heal, not just to be an example or a sign of heaven’s love but to save.
B) Upon Our Wills
To be drawn, taught, means a work upon our minds.  And our wills as well.
1. Renewing

Starting with a renewal of our wills, giving us new inclinations and dispositions.  Where once all we were interested in was ourselves, He begins an renovation project.  And how we need it (READ John 5:39-40).  Jesus spoke these words to Jews who did not believe in Him.  These men had studied the Scriptures, the very Scriptures that clearly teach He is the Savior.  Yet they refused to come to them.  Why?  They needed a renewal of their wills.  We see the same in John 6 and this hostility to Jesus’ teaching.  Our sinful wills must be renewed, made capable of choosing to trust in Christ and serve Him as Lord.

2. Persuading

He then works to renew our wills and to persuade us as well.
3. Enabling

To persuade us and to enable us to cry out to Him, saying, “I have nothing.  Help me!”
All of which is to say it is God’s work from first to last, from beginning to end.
Illustration:

“But what of my free will?” you ask.  Your will is free.  You’re free to do whatever you want to do.  The question then becomes, “What do you want to do?”  Think just in terms of why you eat what you eat.  You’ve made your resolutions.  You’ve said you’re going to cut back.  So why do you eat what you do?  Because you want to eat it.  You are free.  You can eat whatever you want.  But, at the same time, you are not free.  Because you cannot eat what you don’t want to eat.  Your will is free.  You’re free to do whatever you want to do.  The question then becomes, “What do you want to do?”  
What we need is a changing of our minds and a renewing of our wills.

Application:

Which is exactly what Jesus is speaking of here.  It is monergistic.  It is the product of one party’s working.  God didn’t leave it up to you for you to save you.  

Nor does He leave it up to you for you to save others.  Yes, He does work through means.  But they are but means (READ John 6:37a, 44a).  Which means that as we come alongside people, as we walk with them and opportunities arise to dialogue about these things, we can know with all surety and confidence that whether or not they ever come to trust Christ does not depend on how good a job we do.  All of which does what?  It takes the focus off of our arguments, our persuasiveness, our eloquence and persistence.  And it throws the need for crass manipulation and brash salesmanship right out the window.
Why?  Because our coming to Christ is traced back to our being drawn by the Father.  And, because of that, He is then due all our praise and all our trust.

CONCLUSION:

Now, let’s pull this together.  If you had to fly commercial today and had your choice of pilots, who would it be?  Likely, at the top of the list, would be “Captain Sully.”  Right?  Chesley Sullenberger, the pilot who saved US Airways Flight 1549.  The man behind “the miracle on the Hudson,” flying a passenger jet whose engines had been crippled after takeoff by a collision with a flock of birds.  If you were one of the 154 people on that plane, what would you say to him every time you saw him?   “Thank you.”  If you’re flying US Airways anytime soon, who do you want in that cockpit?  If someone you know is flying US Airways anytime soon, who do you tell them to look out for?  Captain Sully.  From here on out, because of what he’s done, your heart is moved to thanks.  But, not only that, from here on out, your heart is moved to trust him as well.  
Follower of Christ, the Father has drawn you.  That is why you’ve come to Christ.  Because He drew you.  Now go forward from here, holding to that, with thanks for what He’s done and trust for whatever is going on today.  And whatever may yet come.

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Our coming to Christ is traced to our being drawn by the Father.

(magnet) And because of that, He is due all our praise and trust.
