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March 1, 2009
“Lord, to Whom Shall We Go?”

John 6:60-71

FCF:  Confusion on the dynamics of faith
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) We need to live by faith in Jesus.
(magnet) We have nowhere else to go.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

You’ve heard this saying and, hopefully, you winced when you heard it.  “Christianity requires a blind leap of faith.”  The truth is that when it comes to faith in Jesus, according to Jesus, there’s nothing blind about it.  After all, just because you don’t know everything as you go into something doesn’t necessarily mean you know nothing at all about it.  Think of marriage.  You propose or accept a proposal based on what you know.  You don’t know everything but you do know enough.  And based on those things, you then take this step – a step or leap of faith.  But there’s really nothing blind about it.

I bring this up because of the great interest but equally great confusion on “spirituality,” on the dynamics of faith.  And Jesus addresses this here in John’s Gospel.
SCRIPTURE READING:  John 6:60-71
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

What we’ve just read in John 6 is a response to Jesus’ teaching in the synagogue of Capernaum.  And it’s a mixed response.  In vv.60-65, we see a rejection.  They had been looking for a military king to sweep out the Romans.  He came offering bread and speaking of the need to eat His flesh.  They expected Him to do things for them.  He came telling them of their need to believe in Him.  So they grumbled.  And Jesus, not being a crowd pleaser, didn’t back down.  If anything, He pressed the issue even harder.

Their response?  This takes us to vv.66-71.  This proved to be too much.  So they walked, apparently in droves.  Jesus then turned to the few remaining and asked (READ John 6:67).  Peter, given his willingness to both speak his mind and speak for the group, replied (READ John 6:68-69).  “Where else shall we go?  You have the words of everlasting, ever-deepening life, words that are indeed spirit and life.  And we have come to a settled conviction and a final realization that you are the Holy One of God.  You are the long-awaited Messiah, the prophet like Moses, the king like David, our Savior and Redeemer.  Where else can we go?”  Light had dawned and a stance had been taken.

What is Peter saying?  What does it mean?  How does this text help us as we wrestle with our own questions and concerns on faith and spirituality?  The bottom line is this:  We do need to live by faith in Jesus.  For we have nowhere else to go.  Now I realize that can be a startling thing to hear.  So let’s unpack this in three unfolding stages.
I. THE REALIZATION OF FAITH

First, what we’ll call the realization of faith (READ John 6:69).  

A) A Decisive Step

1. Perfect tense

Here’s your Greek lesson for the day.  Both these verbs are in the “perfect” tense which speaks to an action in the past.  A decisive step has been taken.  A break from the past.

2. Change

A change has taken place.  Once this, now that.  Once there, now here.

B) Finally Arriving

1. No turning back

A decisive step.  They had finally arrived.  There was no turning back.

2. A settled conclusion

They’d committed themselves to this One whose popularity was waning and whose words they themselves often understood only with difficulty.  It was a settled conclusion.
In that sense, it was the realization of faith.  Something had happened.
Illustration:

Rico Tice and Barry Cooper, the authors of Christianity Explored, relay a story of a girl who was in a Bible study.  She had been the most obnoxious skeptic in the group, always keeping things at arm’s length.  Until one week when she came and said, “I’m not sure what happened.  Last Tuesday, when I got on the train, I didn’t believe.  But by the time I got off, I did.  Jesus is the Son of God.”  That’s the realization of faith.
Application:

And when that sort of thing happens, who is there to thank?  Yes, study leaders and friends around us.  But ultimately, as we’ve seen in John 6 and been talking about these last few weeks, ultimately, the One to thank is the One who drew us to Himself.
We live by faith, by faith in Jesus.  We really have nowhere else to go.

II. THE PROGRESSION OF FAITH

The first thing then is the realization of faith.  The second is its progression.
A) A Decisive Step with Ongoing Results

1. The perfect tense
Again, the verbs are in the perfect tense.  Which means past action with ongoing results.
2. Changing

(READ John 6:69) This speaks to a decisive change but ongoing changing, a process.
B) Never Arriving

1. Now moving forward
In a way, they had finally arrived but they had yet to arrive.  It was a moving forward.
2. A deepening conviction

Yes, it was a settled conclusion but, over time, it was also a deepening conviction.  Peter didn’t know the full implications of what he was saying here.  What he said was true and he believed it, but it’s clear there was a great deal of learning and growth to take place.
So faith involves both a realization and a progression, an unfolding.

Application:

So when the change comes, the One to thank is the One who drew.  And, as we move forward, as we strive to grow and progress in that faith, we turn yet still to Him.  Again, as we’ve seen in John and been talking about the last few weeks, the One who draws us to Himself is also the One who protects and enables us to persevere to the end.

III. THE EXCLUSIVENESS OF FAITH

Which brings us to the third thing to consider here – the exclusiveness of faith.
A) The Reality of Pseudo-Disciples

(READ John 6:66) The reality is that there are pseudo-disciples.
1. Levels of faith

We’ve seen this already in John’s Gospel.  There is “faith” and then there is faith.  

2. Levels of disciples

The same here.  There are “disciples” and then there are disciples.  Some are just hanging around Jesus, following Him to some extent.  But they have yet to put their trust in Him.  
B) The Hearing of Hard Sayings

And for those “disciples,” much of what Jesus said was hard (READ John 6:60).
1. What this is referring to
Not to say “hard to understand” but “harsh,” “offensive,” “hard to accept.”
2. Why it was hard

Why was it hard for them?  Some were just interested in food, a political messiah, or a show of miracles.  They weren’t prepared to yield authority in spiritual matters.  They couldn’t accept Jesus’ claims to be greater than Moses, uniquely sent by God, authorized to give life.  And they were clearly appalled at the image of eating this “bread.”
And so, these pseudo-disciples then turned away upon hearing these hard sayings.
Application:

Jesus is saying, “Face what you’re up against and know that I’m your only hope.”  The exclusiveness to faith.  Here’s the question.  What makes this a “hard saying” for us?  We all need to be challenged in one way or another here.  Some need to be challenged as to the reality of truth.  This would be those of a liberal persuasion.  Your feeling is that all are saved in their own way since all faiths have the same goal.  Different religions are but different paths up the same mountain.  But the reality is that, if you study those faiths, you see distinctions between the religions of the world that are so great that, in terms of mountains, we’re talking about totally different peaks, not just different paths.  So, yes, we are then to evangelize.  And the Lord Jesus sends us forth.  As confident heralds of the King.  And as humble beggars showing other beggars where we’ve found food.
That said, others need to be challenged of the dangers of self-righteousness.  This would be those of a conservative persuasion.  Your feeling is that spirituality is but not doing what these people did.  That is, it’s about faithfulness, following God’s commands.  Now that’s important.  But if that’s all you’ve got, it’s all rags.  It’s worthless.  You need to recognize you too are starving and that the bread you’re eating is molded and maggot-ridden, and it’s killing you.  You too need the bread Jesus is offering – Himself.  
The spiritualities of both the liberal and the conservative are just different ways of doing the same thing – running from God.  So we need to turn from our sin.  And we need to give up on our righteousness.  For there is an exclusiveness to faith.  We need to live by faith in Jesus.  By faith in Jesus.  For, like Peter said, we have nowhere else to go.
CONCLUSION:
The reality is that oftentimes all this seems to collide with our assumptions.  Or our disappointments.  To the doubting cynic, let me say this.  Try it.  You’re here but you’re not sure why.  Try it.  What can it hurt?  Move forward as if it was real.  Pick up the Bible this week and talk to God about it.  “I’m not sure about all this but they tell me that you’re real.  And part of me wants to believe that but there’s a lot here I just don’t get.  So you’re going to have to help me if you’re there at all.”  Try it.  See what happens.  If this is all a con, you’ve lost nothing.  But if this is all true, you’ve gained everything.  
Moving from the cynical unbeliever to the struggling believer.  Peter says, “Where else shall we go?”  But based on how things are going, you’re not so sure.  Tell Him.  Tell Him you’re so scared you can hardly move.  Tell Him you’re so hurt you want to run.  Tell Him you’re so discouraged you want to give up.  Tell Him you’re so angry you want to scream.  Tell Him.  What you need to know is that He knows.  Christmas fades.  But the reality of Christmas, of the Incarnation, of God made man, never does.  He knows.  So tell Him.  We need to live by faith in Jesus.  We have nowhere else to go.  And He’s not going anywhere.  He’s been there.  He knows.  So tell Him.  Just tell Him.
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) We need to live by faith in Jesus.

(magnet) We have nowhere else to go.
