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March 8, 2009

“Resistance to Jesus”

John 7:1-13

FCF:  Lack of preparedness for what lies ahead as we follow Jesus

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus has called us to follow Him.
(magnet) This means we must be prepared to face the resistance He faced.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

Facing what lies ahead, few of us like a lack of preparedness.  Some of you know I coach soccer.  The new season starts next weekend and we’ll have had only two practices going into our first game.  Now, that sounds bad but it’s really not a problem.  Most of my players have been there before.  All the other teams are facing the same thing.  And there aren’t any stakes involved.  So a lack of preparedness isn’t an issue.

But what if that wasn’t the case?  What if this was something other than a youth soccer league?  What if what we were up against really was incredibly intense, the stakes were immeasurably high, and our preparedness was completely lacking?  What then?
Well, here’s the thing.  Jesus has called us to follow Him.  And He is intent not only to call us but to lead us and to prepare us as we go.  Let’s look at John 7 together.
SCRIPTURE READING:  John 7:1-13
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

“The Sands of Iwo Jima” – a classic WWII movie starring John Wayne as Sgt. John Stryker.  Alex and I watched it just last weekend.  Stryker is the ultimate Marine, a tough rifle squad leader who is assigned a group of new recruits along with three seasoned veterans.  The squad grows more and more resentful at Stryker’s brutal training regimen and his lack of sympathy for the varied problems of the recruits, but his determination to mold them into fighting men helps save their lives at the Battles of Tarawa and Iwo Jima.  Classic quote – “Life is tough, but it’s tougher if you’re stupid.”
Here’s the thing.  Those men had been assigned to Stryker and were under his command.  He’d seen quite a bit.  And so he had a passion, misunderstood as it was, to train them lest they be unprepared for the enemy they faced and the fierce battles ahead.
Which brings us to our text.  Let’s set the stage.  This is basically one act with two scenes, vv.1-9 and vv.10-13.  About six months have passed since the events of chapter 6.  The Jewish “Feast of the Booths” is now upon them, a weeklong joyous celebration of remembering God’s faithfulness to Israel during her wilderness wanderings.  The people would gather together, living in shelters made of leaves and branches.  There was also a water-drawing and lamp-lighting ritual.  It was the most popular of the annual festivals.
And it is in this context these events took place, events that clearly display the world’s resistance to Jesus’ ministry.  Remember what has just transpired.  In response to some pretty tough teaching, Jesus’ followers have left Him in droves.  But the twelve have remained, pledging themselves to Him.  And they are now watching this.  John’s first readers, by the time this gospel was written in the latter part of the 1st century, had already seen and felt something of Rome’s hostility to this fledgling movement.  Facing resistance – it is part of following Jesus, then and now.  He has called us to follow Him, to walk in His steps.  Which means we must then be prepared to face the resistance He faced.  And it begs some questions, questions this text helps us answer as we go forward.
I. WHERE IT CAN COME FROM
First, where might this resistance come from?  You see two possibilities in John 7.
A) Those Who Know So Much
1. Who they were

First, from those who know so much.  Or at least who would seem to.  This would be the Jewish leaders and officials mentioned in the second act and the beginning of the first.
2. What they knew

They were highly regarded and revered.  They were said to have all the answers.  Paul wrote of them (READ Romans 10:1-3).  “Zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.”
B) Those Who Know Him Well
1. Who they were

So we have those who know so much.  Then we have those who know Him well.  Or, again, so they thought.  These are Jesus’ brothers, born later to Mary and Joseph.  There’s no need to impose a “perpetual virginity” on Mary.  This is the most natural reading.
2. What they knew

Consider this.  Jesus’ humanity is so real, His divinity so veiled at this point, all they could see was their older brother.  He was “one of them,” eating, sleeping, working side-by-side for years together in the carpentry shop.  They thought they knew Him so well.


These two groups have this in common.  Jesus said that He came for the sick and sinners, not the well or the righteous.  Neither of these saw themselves as sick or sinful.
Application:

What do we do with this?  (READ Matthew 10:34-39) Jesus lived what He warned His disciples of.  His words to us are, “Be forewarned.  Do not be caught off guard as though something strange and unexpected was happening.”  Now understand that division was never the purpose of His coming.  But it is often very much its effect.
So understand we are not to seek out to be offensive.  But know that there will inevitably be offense taken.  In the way we live – simply doing the right thing can be a thorn in someone’s side.  In the message we bear – the offense of saying “You don’t know as much as you think do or as well as you think you do.”  Offense will come.

Jesus sends us into a world that resists Him, this message, and those who bear it.  And He wants us to be prepared, to be ready and braced, looking to Him when it comes.
Illustration:
And when it comes, we can count it, with humility, as a privilege.  For example, we live in charged political times.  People are keeping lists.  It’s nothing new.  During the Watergate scandal, some thought of it as a compliment to be on Nixon’s “enemies list.”  They took it as a credit to them that people in the administration opposed them.  I’m not saying that’s the way politics should go.  But I am saying there’s something of that here.  When we face such resistance, we should quietly take it as something of a privilege.
II. WHAT IT CAN LOOK LIKE

Well, enough on where this resistance can come from.  What does it look like?
A) Outright Hostility
It may come in the form of outright hostility (READ John 7:1, 11-13).
1. Searching with intent
This was searching with intent, a settled hostility.  These men were not curiosity seekers.  There was no longer a debate as to what should be done.  They wanted to kill Him.
2. Stirring up the people

And so it was in that sense they were searching for Jesus.  And their intensity was such that the people were not left to make up their own minds – or at least not to speak them.  
B) Misguided Helpfulness

So resistance may come as outright hostility.  And misguided helpfulness as well.
1. Their suggestion
(READ John 7:2-4) Jesus’ brothers knew of the large-scale defections.  And they knew the Feast of Booths was a popular attraction that drew thousands.  And Jerusalem was where the Temple was.  “If you want people to follow you, you need to show yourself.”

2. Jesus’ response

And Jesus’ response?  (READ John 7:6-8) This is a matter of timing – of His waiting on His Father and moving as He directs.  And likely, there is something of a sting to Jesus’ response as well.  “What I’m about has great significance.  What you’re about has none.”
The main thing is that neither of these groups – the Jewish leaders or Jesus’ brothers – had any concept of what was going on.  Which shaped their responses to Him.

Illustration:

· You don’t know whether to laugh or cry.
Application:

Sometimes you need a little of both.  How did Jesus respond here – especially to the misguided helpfulness?  You really don’t see any anger here.  Just simple honesty and candor.  And likely some sadness as well.  Sadness not so much for Himself but for them.  
Honesty, candor, and sadness for those who at least at this point are so close.  And yet so far away.  So close and yet so far away from a true understanding of His message and the purpose of His coming.  Do you know anyone like that?  Who comes to mind?  

This same Jesus, our risen and ruling King, sends us out into a world that resists Him, this message, and those who bear it.  And we need to consider what it can look like.
III. WHAT LIES BEHIND IT

Which brings us to the third observation of this resistance.  Where it comes from, what it can look like, and then what lies behind it.  What is the root of this bitter fruit?  Look at vv.5-7 and see how it speaks not just of Jesus’ brothers but the religious leaders as well (READ John 7:5).  The implication being that neither group believed in Him. (READ John 7:6-7).  The implication being that both were a part of the “world” – not creation but culture, philosophies, people captivated by worldviews in hostility to God.

A) Prideful Assessments
Now to the religious authorities, this would have been absolutely shocking.  “But we’ve done all the right things!”  But the reality was, behind their prideful assessments…
1. Self-righteousness

Was a self-righteousness.  That is, a basing of their security and standing before God in who they were and what they had done.  It was works-oriented and performance-based.
2. Jealousy and envy

Jesus has been calling them on this.  And the crowds, even as His followers are distancing themselves, are all abuzz.  And His rivals are filled with jealousy and envy.
B) Familiar Expectations

All rooted in unbelief and being of the world.  And the same holds true with the familiar expectations of His brothers.  Again, this would have been shocking.  “But Jesus, we’re your family!”  True, as far as it went.  But the sad and sobering reality was…
1. Modest understanding
Theirs was but a modest understanding of who He is and why He came.  It wasn’t until after the resurrection that they began to really see who He is and to hear what He said.
2. Major assumptions

The problem comes in that they were basing some major assumptions on this modest understanding they had.  “Well, look.  We know what the Messiah is supposed to be like and what He’s supposed to do.  And we know Jesus.  How can He be the Messiah?”
All of this born of unbelief and an understanding rooted in how the world thinks.
Illustration:

We see this today in so many ways.  It’s like being inoculated.  Now no few of us know what that means.  We’ve gotten the shots and even taken in our children as well.  The idea being a slight exposure to just a little bit of a bug so as to then be completely immune to its effects down the road.  Well, it’s something like that for many today.  They’ve become inoculated to the gospel.  Just a little exposure has made them immune.
Application:

We cannot apply our familiar expectations to the God.  But that is what people do all the time, taking their modest understanding they have of the truth – what they’ve seen, heard, read, or observed – and then assuming from there they know what the Christian faith is all about.  They assume it is irrational, irrelevant, joyless, graceless, powerless, pointless.  A modest understanding forming the base of major assumptions.
Now, in response to this, our hearts should be breaking.  We should be asking ourselves, “How have we contributed to that?”  And we should be earnestly asking of the Lord, “How can we help people to see the beauty of this for what it really is?”  

Again, Jesus sends us out into a world that resists Him, this message, and those who bear it.  And we need to take seriously these questions and take them to Him.
CONCLUSION:

Back to where we started.  Facing resistance is part of following Jesus.  Certainly that’s what the disciples had to have gleaned at least in some small way here.  He has called us to follow Him, to walk in His steps.  This means we must be prepared to face the resistance He faced, resistance that can at times prove to stronger than we can bear.
What we need is a trailblazer, someone to forge the way.  Think of that great Tennessean, Davy Crockett – frontiersman, soldier, politician, representing Tennessee in the U.S. House of Representatives, serving in the Texas Revolution, dying at the Alamo.  On his way to Congress, he declared to a crowd, “I’m that same David Crockett, fresh from the backwoods, half-horse, half-alligator, a little touched with the snapping turtle; can wade the Mississippi, leap the Ohio, ride upon a streak of lightning, and slip without a scratch down a honey locust [tree].”  The stuff of legend (READ lyrics):  
Born on a mountain top in Tennessee

The greenest state in the land of the free

Raised in the woods so's he knew ev'ry tree

Kilt him a b'ar when he was only three

Davy, Davy Crockett, king of the wild frontier
His favorite saying, “Always be sure you are right, then go ahead.”  A trailblazer.
How much more is Jesus – not the stuff of legend but of history!  That’s what the disciples saw in these events.  He forges the way ahead, running right into the teeth of the resistance, enabling us to follow Him, to go ahead.  He is our one true Guide and Help.  Which is just what His disciples were learning.  And just what we need to learn as well.
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus has called us to follow Him.

(magnet) This means we must be prepared to face the resistance He faced.
