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June 21, 2009

“Blindness and Sight”

John 9:1-41

FCF:  The need for Jesus, the revealer of God
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus is the Light of the world, the revealer of God.
(magnet) We must continually recognize our spiritual blindness that we might gain spiritual sight.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

Man has always been fascinated by the stars.  Sadly, you can hardly see them near any metro area due to “light pollution.”  It often requires a 30+ minute drive for any real star gazing. The residents of Tekapo, New Zealand have decided to fight this by passing new lighting ordinances which require all outdoor lights to be “constellation-friendly.”  As part of Tekapo’s attempt to take back the night skies, all outdoor city lights have been replaced with low energy sodium lights which are shielded from above and all household lights must now face downward.  Apparently, the measure is paying dividends for the town’s “astro tourism.”  But it’s worth noting that Tekapo is home to only 830 residents.
I saw that in the news a few weeks ago and I thought, “My, how far we’ve come.”  There was a time when a lighted town was the “in” thing.  Now it needs to be darkened.  It’s an ironic twist on a deeper principle worth considering – our need of the Light.
SCRIPTURE READING:  John 9:1-41
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

Understand that what we are reading here was an historical event.  It all took place in space and time.  But these events recorded for us by John are also intended to be something of a parable for us.  This is one of the “signs” of John’s Gospel – not just a miracle but a miracle intended to signify something, to point us towards something beyond itself.  Some of these signs show Jesus to be the giver of eternal life, others that He is the Savior.  This one, the healing of the man born blind, shows Him to be the revealer of God.  Jesus has declared Himself to be the Light of the world.  Now He shows it.  Think with me.  What does light do?  To those open to it, it illumines.  It enables us to see.  But to others, it blinds.  To those who refuse it, to those who turn away, they find themselves in the shadow of that light, in a deeper darkness (READ John 9:39-41).
What is Jesus saying here?  That through Him, “the blind” will receive their sight.  That is, those who own up to their blindness will come to see.  But for those who refuse to acknowledge their hopelessness without Christ, there is no hope.  Some are enabled to see by the light.  Others think they can see already and turn away.  And so, in a sense, they are then blinded by the light.  It’s the same as Jesus says elsewhere to those who acknowledge their deep and abiding hunger and thirst, to those who know themselves to be sick.  “Blessed are the poor in spirit.”  It is a study in contrasts.  And it is real.  
What the Apostle John would have his readers – then and now – to see is that Jesus is the Light of the world, the revealer of God.  And what would he have us then to do?  To continually recognize our spiritual blindness that we might gain spiritual sight.  

Let’s look at this account and the significance of its interwoven images.

I. BLINDNESS
First, the imagery of blindness.  How does that show itself in John 9?
A) Physical

From a physical standpoint, we see it with the blind beggar (READ John 9:1-3).  
1. Origins
What was the cause of this man’s blindness?  That’s what’s on the disciples’ minds.  And their answer is typical of the times – the assumption that sin and suffering are connected.  Now, that’s partially correct.  Any suffering is connected to the reality of the Fall.  But not always to personal guilt.  So Jesus moves the discussion from the cause of the man’s blindness to its purpose – that God’s work and glory might be shown.  Not to say God had singled out the man to curse him, causing him to be born this way but that He was now overruling in this tragedy such that His work and His glory would be shown forth.
2. Effects
The man was blind from birth.  The reader needs to feel that – his pitiable state in that historical and cultural context.  He had no way to obtain an education.  His only recourse was to beg.  A pitiable estate.  And a helpless condition.  We’ll come back to that later.
B) Spiritual

Physical blindness is then seen in the beggar.  And spiritual blindness?  In the Pharisees.  We see it reflected throughout this account, coming out in no few ways.
1. Origins
But what were the origins of this spiritual blindness?  Was it caught?  Was it taught?  No, theirs too was from birth, from union with Adam in the Fall (READ Ephesians 2:1-3).
2. Effects
And the effects of the spiritual blindness come out in their response to Jesus.  On hearing of this healing, they begin an inquiry.  When it comes to violating the traditions of the Sabbath, Jesus was a “repeat offender.”  They interrogate the man and are split along two lines.  One group focuses on the Sabbath – “if He violated the Sabbath, He can’t be from God.”  The other group focuses on the sign – “if He healed this man, He has to be from God.”  So they call in the parents.  They’ll know if he was blind from birth.  Not satisfied there, they call the man in again.  Why?  They must have missed something.  The inevitable conclusion of the mounting evidence can’t be right.  An exchange takes place and they expel the man from their presence, excommunicating him from the synagogue.  What do they then show of themselves?  Is this not a terrifying blindness of the heart?  
The man’s response to this in the course of his interrogation is telling (READ John 9:28-33).  What amazed him?  Not his own belief but their unbelief, their blindness.

Illustration:

In his book The Magician’s Nephew, C. S. Lewis writes of the creation of Narnia through the song of Aslan the lion.  The song is intended to reveal the majesty and glory of Aslan.  As in Genesis 1, it is a call to worship.  But there was one, Uncle Andrew, who would not hear it.  The consequences were staggering (READ MN, pp.125-126):

When the great moment came and the Beasts spoke, he missed the whole point, for a rather interesting reason.  When the Lion had first begun singing, long ago when it was still quite dark, he had realized that the noise was a song.  And he had disliked the song very much.  It made him think and feel things he did not want to think and feel.  Then, when the sun rose and he saw that the singer was a Lion (“only a lion,” as he said to himself) he tried his hardest to make himself believe that it wasn’t singing and never had been singing – only roaring as any lion might in a zoo in our own world.  Of course it can’t really have been singing, he thought.  I must have imagined it.  I’ve been letting my nerves get out of order.  Who ever heard of a lion singing?  And the longer and more beautifully the Lion sang, the harder Uncle Andrew tried to make himself believe that he could hear nothing but roaring.  Now the trouble about trying to make yourself stupider than you really are is that you very often succeed.  Uncle Andrew did.  He soon did hear nothing but roaring in Aslan’s song.  Soon he couldn’t have heard anything else even if he had wanted to.  And when at last the Lion spoke and said, “Narnia awake,” he didn’t hear any words:  he heard only a snarl.  And when the beasts spoke in answer, he heard only barkings, growlings, bayings, and howlings.

That’s a picture of spiritual blindness, the very thing we read of here in John 9.

Application:

Could such things be said of us?  Think of what we read here in this account and then transfer that over to our own lives.  We see it in the Pharisees.  But what about it us?  What about in our lives?  Arrogance in our dealings with others.  So irritable that people must tread carefully around us.  So joyless there is nothing attractive about our demeanor.  Unteachable in our sure certainty and our exhaustive understanding of the infinite God.  Unyielding in our tenacious insistence on always being right.  So defensive that any disagreement is assumed to be a personal attack.  A fixation on the externals of the law such that its heart and its purpose in driving us to Jesus seem forgotten.  All wrapped in a cloak of self-righteousness.  All grounded in a deep deluded sense of self-dependence.
Now, who are we talking about?  Yes, the Pharisees.  But what about you?  What about me?  To the degree that those things are true, we too are spiritually blind.  Which shows us all the more of our need for Jesus, the Light of the world, that we might see.

II. SIGHT 
So certainly we have the image of blindness here.  But what of sight?
A) Physical

From a physical standpoint, we see it, again, with the beggar (READ John 9:4-7).
1. Origins

We’ve talked about the origin of his blindness.  What of his sight?  It was a supernatural healing.  It was Jesus.  The saliva and mud?  Hard to say – no few ideas have been kicked around there.  Siloam?  Jesus is the sent one meaning it wasn’t the spit, it wasn’t the mud, it wasn’t even the man’s faith and obedience that healed him.  It was the power of Jesus.
2. Effects

And its effects on him?  Can you imagine what it must have been like for that man as he stood up from washing his eyes at the pool of Siloam and saw everything for the first time?  Saw (really saw) what everything looked like that could only have been described to him before?  Saw colors, saw faces, saw the city of Jerusalem, saw his parents and his home?  Don’t you imagine that all that day long he would close his eyes to imagine himself back in his blindness and then open them to then exult in his being able to see?  

Illustration:

My wife experienced a taste of what this must have been like a few years ago.  Her eyesight was such that from her days as a child she had to wear glasses or expensive contacts.  Without that, everything around her was just a blur.  Until she had the PRK procedure.  It’s something like LASIK.  And the change was dramatic.  She went from seeing nearly nothing when she would wake in the morning to seeing it all.  Right after the procedure, she was taken to a Starbuck’s.  And even then, she could see the board with no contacts, no glasses, and read it all.  And being the sweet soul she is, she cried.  
Now, as dramatic and real as that was, imagine what it was like for this man.

B) Spiritual

It was a miracle!  But it was also a “sign”.  The fact that Jesus was able to grant him physical sight was meant to point to something in terms of his spiritual sight as well.
1. Origins

(READ John 9:35-38) Physically, he was blind from birth.  Spiritually, he could see from rebirth – the work of Jesus in his heart.  It had been a rough day.  He had started out as a blind beggar.  He was healed and became something of a local celebrity.  But his five minutes of fame came crashing with expulsion from the synagogue.  It had been a rough day.  And it was the best thing that could ever have happened to him.  Jesus sought him out, pressed a question upon him, and brought him to a decisive and knowledgeable faith.
2. Effects

And the effects of his faith, his spiritual sight, the way it showed itself?  Hear what he said.  “Lord, I believe.  I have heard you, considered the message, agreed with all you’ve said, and entrusted myself to you.  I believe.”  Hear what He said.  And look at what he did.  “He worshiped Him.”  Literally, he kneeled, he bowed down, he fell at Jesus’ feet.  Physically expressing the fact he was yielding the whole of himself, giving his life to the Son of Man.  He was worshipping Him, giving Him all that He was due – himself.

There’s a profound irony to all this.  Did you pick up on it?  An uneducated blind man has come to know more about God than the well-schooled religious leaders of Israel.

Application:

What do we do with this?  D. A. Carson notes in his comments (READ Carson):
Pastorally speaking, John is again stressing the point that a certain poverty of spirit, an abasement of personal pride, and a candid acknowledgement of spiritual blindness are indispensable characteristics of the person who receives spiritual sight, true revelation, at the hands of Jesus.
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  If you long for spiritual sight, you must acknowledge and confess to God your own blindness, your finiteness, your fallenness, your sins against Him, your sins against others, your need for His forgiveness, your need for His strength, your utter dependence upon Him.  If you would long for spiritual sight, you must acknowledge and confess to God your own blindness.  And if you have received such sight, you must acknowledge how you came to see.  Daily so to God and men.  To fail to do so is to rob Him of His glory and praise.  Who, after all, is the Light of the world, the revealer of God?  It is Jesus, the Son of Man.

CONCLUSION:

One last thing – the parents of this man (READ John 9:18-23).  They were called in to testify as to whether this man had in fact been born blind.  That much they knew and said.  And no more.  Why?  The fear of man outweighed the love of their son and stood in the way of their committing themselves to the One who had healed him.  John’s original readers would have been especially cuing into this, given their late 1st century context and the persecution they were facing.  Jesus compels a response.  “Declare yourself one way or the other – for or against Him.”  To believers in Jesus – persevere in the face of such opposition.  To seekers and inquirers – believe, entrust yourselves to Him.  

Jesus compels a response, one way or the other.  There is no middle ground.  I was reminded of that some years ago, coming up on a horrendous accident on I-64 just west of Hampton, VA.  There comes a point in the flow of the interstate where it splits in two directions.  You can go one way or the other.  There was no middle way.  You could not go straight.  But someone had tried.  Failing to go right or left, the car was imbedded in this concrete wedge, surely killing everyone inside.  There was no middle way.
Jesus compels a response.  And the unmovable nature of the wedge He drives into this world, the choice He demands makes even the wedge on that interstate look like an autumn leaf blown and tossed by the wind.  Jesus is the Light of the world.  Do you want to see?  Or do you want to stay in your blindness?  That is the great matter before us all.  

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus is the Light of the world, the revealer of God.

(magnet) We must continually recognize our spiritual blindness that we might gain spiritual sight.







