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July 5, 2009

“Coming to See:  One Man’s Story”

John 9

FCF:  Lack of appreciation for the fullness of God’s saving work
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) God is the One who gives us spiritual sight.
(magnet) It is good and right for us to reflect on how He does this.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

· Tsali Manor

· What it is

· Who it is named for

· I didn’t appreciate the significance of that name.  

· What he did allowed for what the very existence of that place.

FCF:  Lack of appreciation for the fullness of God’s saving work

SCRIPTURE READING:  John 9:1-41
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

· NOTE:  May need to use this at the beginning of the service and come back to it.

· Good to reflect on the details of events so as to appreciate all that occurred.
· “Trail of Tears”

· Summary descriptions

· Details

· Steps that led up to it

· What it entailed

· Now you feel it.

· Imagine this man from John 9 taking stock in what has happened to him, reflecting on the events of the day.

· Not just what happened, the astonishing things that had occurred. 
· But how it unfolded, how Jesus enabled him to (really) see, to believe.

· An historical event.  It all took place in space and time.  But these events recorded for us by John are also intended to be something of a parable for us.  

· In what way?  This is one of the “signs” of John’s Gospel – not just a miracle but a miracle intended to signify something, to point us towards something 

· Jesus – the Revealer of God, the Light of the world.  He said it.  Now He shows it.
· A parable of His work > a parable of our experience.

· God is the One who gives us spiritual sight, the One who enables us to believe.
· It is good to reflect upon how this happened.

· Not just from the eternal perspective

· Not even just from the work of Christ

· But from our own experience

· Good to reflect on the details of events so as to appreciate all that occurred.

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) God is the One who gives us spiritual sight.

(magnet) It is good and right for us to reflect on how He does this.

I. WHERE HE STARTED

· Much preceded his words/action of v.38.

A) What He Said

1. Jesus’ work

2. The man’s description

· V.11 – “the man called Jesus”

· About as minimal a description as could be given.

B) What We Can Surmise

1. Physical state

2. Spiritual state

Application:

· Where did He find you?

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) God is the One who gives us spiritual sight.

(magnet) It is good and right for us to reflect on how He does this.

II. THE STAGES ALONG THE WAY

A) The Progression of His Words
· V.17 – “He is a prophet”

· Possibly thinking of Elijah and Elisha

· Vv.24-34 – “from God” (v.33)

· Increasingly sharp thinking/speaking (in the face of strong and influential opposition)

· Unprejudiced mind (relatively) 

B) The Indications of God’s Work
· awakened sinner

· effectual calling

Illustration:

· Pregnancy > Effectual call

· Conception > Regeneration

Application:

· What did He use to enable you to see?

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) God is the One who gives us spiritual sight.

(magnet) It is good and right for us to reflect on how He does this.

III. A NEW BEGINNING

· V.36 – the question he asked

· Doesn’t know but longing to know

· V.38 – what he said and did

· Once revealed, no hesitation

A) The Question He Asked
B) The Step He Took

Illustration:

· Birth – delivery, cry

· Conversion, faith/repentance

Application:

· Do you see how far you’ve come?

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) God is the One who gives us spiritual sight.

(magnet) It is good and right for us to reflect on how He does this.

CONCLUSION:

· Why is this good to do?

· Benefits

· Helping Christians

· Deepens our understanding

· Enriches our appreciation 

· Engaging non-Christians

· Encourages patience

· Glory to God

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) God is the One who gives us spiritual sight.

(magnet) It is good and right for us to reflect on how He does this.
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