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April 5, 2009

“Life in the Kingdom – An Introduction”

Luke 19:28-40

FCF:  Ignorant of our need for a king
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus has come as the long-awaited King.

(magnet) And we must entrust and submit ourselves to His reign.

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

We are unaccustomed to monarchy.  Think of last week’s headlines (READ UPI):
A representative for Britain's Queen Elizabeth II says no offense was taken by the royal gaffe by Michelle Obama, first lady of the United States.  The unidentified Buckingham Palace official said while media reports have criticized Mrs. Obama for apparently violating royal policy by touching the queen without invitation, the incident did not represent a "breach of protocol”….

"It's obvious that it was a mutual sign of affection and appreciated between the queen and Michelle Obama," the royal representative said. "There is no offense. The reception was an informal occasion. There's no breach of protocol."

Time magazine said Wednesday that Obama, wife of U.S. President Barack Obama, fueled a media uproar when she touched Elizabeth's back during a recent reception in London.  Royal regulations significantly limit any touching of the British royal, only allowing for handshakes when the queen offers her hand.

Clearly we need to cut Mrs. Obama some slack.  Any of us could have made that mistake.  For we are all unaccustomed to monarchy – to royal figures of any kind.  Which raises a question.  What impact might that have on our relating to Jesus, this King who has come?
SCRIPTURE READING:  Luke 19:28-40
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

“The kingdom of God.”  Understanding it is essential to understanding Jesus’ mission and message.  The theme of His teaching was “the good news” and “the gospel” of “the kingdom of God.”  Now He never gave a clear definition of this.  But He didn’t have to.  His hearers were well-schooled in the Old Testament.  They knew that the idea of God’s rule over all things goes back to His creation of all things.  The Scriptures use numerous metaphors to reveal Him but the main one is of a divine King, reigning over creation as His kingdom.  There is a sense then in which He has always been the King.
That said, there is also a sense in which He is to become the King.  You can see it in how Jesus teaches us to pray:  “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  All creatures in heaven delightedly serve Him.  But on earth, His creatures rebel against Him and refuse to acknowledge Him as King.  So the hope and longing is that this disparity between heaven and earth – traced back to the Fall – will be overcome.  Which is just what God has determined to do.  We see it unfolding through Old Testament history.  A promise in the Garden.  The calling of Abraham, giving him a land.  The deliverance of Israel, making them His own.  Kings ruling as vice-regents.  Then, even as the people proved faithless, God held faithful and sent prophets to announce yet a new beginning, the wicked to be driven from the earth and His reign established over all.
This is the background of the people’s cries on Palm Sunday (READ Luke 19:38).  Now no doubt they spoke more truly than they knew.  But they were still right in what they said.  So here’s the question.  Jesus has come, ushering in the kingdom of God.  And clearly we are to entrust and submit ourselves to His reign.  But what sort of reign is this?  
I. ITS DOMAIN

Consider first its domain – a domain to which we are to yield all.
A) Not Limited
The kingdom Jesus is ushering in is limited neither by geography nor by ethnicity.
1. By geography

Yes, Israel became a defined territory.  But that was but a platform for the unfolding plan.
2. By ethnicity

Yes, Israel was a holy nation.  But as but the people through whom He would work.
B) But Expansive

This kingdom knows no limits.  It is expansive in its domain, over all that there is.
1. Not over some
This king’s commands not being merely over some areas of life with others exempted.
2. But over all

But rather over it all – nothing held back, all under His authority and domain.
Which means His subjects live the whole of life before Him.  All of life is His.

Application:

Think of the implications.  To who does our time, talents, and treasure ultimately belong?  To our King.  To Jesus.  Whose name do we honor?  Who is the navigator for all our paths?  Whose pleasure and priorities do we live for?   Our King, Jesus.  Before whom do we live in every arena of life – work, play, politics, sex, family, friendships?  Our King, Jesus.  Jesus has come as the long-awaited King and we are to entrust and submit ourselves to His reign – yielding all of life to Him, holding nothing back.
II. ITS REACH

But let’s move from its domain to its reach, not just how far this reign goes but how deep.  For the coming of this Kingdom means a thorough change to everything.
A) The Person
Jesus, as the King, brings to His subjects the transformation of the whole person.
1. Our bodies

Death to be destroyed, our bodies to be resurrected in the blink of an eye upon His return.
2. Our spirits

Our spirits made whole – perfect in holiness, like our King – as we were meant to be.
B) The Creation 

And not just the whole creature but the whole of creation.
1. Once cursed

The reversal of the curse of the Fall.  Creation no longer groaning in its long wait.
2. To be renewed

Renewed, set free from its bondage to decay – no more tears, death, mourning, or pain.
The Garden of Eden proving to be but a preview of coming attractions.
Application:

Such is the reach of this Kingdom.  And what relief and hope this brings!  Our struggles and burdens are coming to an end.  Things have not always been this way.  And they will not forever be this way.  Jesus has come as the long-awaited King and we are to entrust and submit ourselves to His reign – assured that He is making all things new.
III. ITS PRESENCE
But when will all this take place?  Has it already?  Is it all yet to come?  The presence of the Kingdom is real and substantial but not yet full and complete.  We live in an age of tension, between the two comings of the King – the already and the not yet.
A) Already Present
In one sense, Jesus has inaugurated the Kingdom and it is already present.
1. We are new creatures

(READ Colossians 1:11-14) God “has delivered us” from one domain into another.  
2. Satan is bound

And Satan is bound (READ Matthew 12:22-29).  The kingdom has come. 
B) Not Yet Present

But it has not come in full.  It is already present.  And yet not fully present.
1. We are not completely new

We are new but not completely renewed.  And so, our struggle with temptation and sin.

2. Satan still prowls

And, while Satan is bound, the King has given him rope.  And so, for now, he prowls.

(READ Luke 17:20-21) George Ladd summed it up this way (READ):

Jesus’ message is that in His own presence and mission God has invaded human history and triumphed over evil, even though that final deliverance will occur only at the end of the age.
Then, J. I. Packer (READ):  “The kingdom is present in its beginnings though future in its fullness.”  

Illustration:

The kingdom comes in stages.  Think of David.  Anointed by Samuel.  Later, anointed king over Judah.  But it was only after a long war between his house and the house of Saul that he was anointed king over all Israel.  During that “long war,” David was already the rightful king, but his kingdom had not yet been established in its fullness.  And Saul, the king whose throne he was going to take, did not go quietly.  His forces battled David’s for a long time before David obtained in truth what was his by right.  The kingdom comes in stages.  Jesus is for now, as R. C. Sproul said, a “king in exile.”
Application:

But that King is coming back.  The decisive battle in the war has been won and the tide has turned.  So we live in tension but also anticipation.  We move forward with the “gospel of the kingdom,” proclaiming this life-changing message and extending a tear-wiping hand – as John Calvin said, “making the invisible kingdom visible.”  For this we labor and for this we long.  “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  May that day come soon when all sin, evil, and wrong will be routed.
CONCLUSION:

(READ Luke 19:38) Again, there’s little doubt the people spoke more truly than they knew.  But they were still right in what they said.  This is the good news, the gospel of the kingdom of God.  And it is bigger and better than we usually think.  And that hasn’t changed.  You may have heard the news this past week of a hidden planet discovered using 11-year-old images from the Hubble Telescope.  It’s an “exoplanet,” seven times the mass of Jupiter, the outermost of three massive planets now known to orbit the star HR 8799, 130 light years from Earth.  Did you catch that distance?  You can’t be too upset with these astronomers for missing this.  In a universe with some 100 billion observable galaxies, ours spans some 100,000 light years and has between 200 and 400 billion stars.  So if you miss one planet, well, that’s not too terribly surprising.  The thing is that the more we look, the more we find.  For there’s just so much there.

The more we look, the more we find.  It’s something like that here.  The gospel is bigger and better than we think.  And it’s the story of which we are a part.  The story of the omnipotent rule and sovereign reign of the true and living God over all things, breaking into history with the coming of Jesus Christ, the King.  It’s a story that has begun and is just beginning.  And it is ours to entrust and submit ourselves to His reign.
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus has come as the long-awaited King.

(magnet) And we must entrust and submit ourselves to His reign.

