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April 12, 2009

“On the Road to Emmaus”

Luke 24:13-35

FCF:  What does it mean to see Jesus as we were meant to?
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) The startling news is that Christ is risen, risen indeed.

(magnet) And there are some startling things He wants us to hear.

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

I was reminded the other day of a 3-D movie I saw years ago as a kid.  “The Creature from the Black Lagoon” – the story of a gill-man bringing havoc to a scientific expedition in the Amazon – made all the more fun to watch with the special glasses.  Take them off and things got a bit fuzzy.  Put them on and you see in ways you couldn’t before.  You perceive a depth to what’s going on.  You see the way you were meant to. 

Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.  What would it mean to see Him as we were meant to?  How does it come about?  And what happens when we do?

SCRIPTURE READING:  Luke 24:13-35

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

Who were these two walking the road to Emmaus that Sunday?  We don’t really know.  We know they were disciples, followers of Jesus.  We know the name of one, Cleopas.  But that’s really about it.  And though certain possibilities exist, we’re not sure where Emmaus was.  Which means we don’t know where the road was.  But Jesus did.  He knew where they were – their feet and their hearts.  It had been a dizzying sequence of events over the last few days.  With distressing results.  They had thought Jesus to be the Christ, the long-awaited Messiah.  But their religious leaders had opposed Him and handed Him over to the Romans to be crucified.  And now had come the confusion of the empty tomb, the report from the women, but then later no one there.  Their world had come crashing down.  They felt beaten, disillusioned, and discouraged.  One could even say depressed, inconsolable – so much so that even the glorious good news of the empty tomb was seen as bad.  And that’s where Jesus finds them on the road to Emmaus.

And what is His response to them?  We need to see that, in the midst of this cosmic drama unfolding, Jesus takes time for these two disappointed and disheartened disciples.  Think of that.  He takes time and He takes them by the hand to declare to them that He is risen.  They needed to know this startling news.  He is risen indeed!  And, with that, there were some startling things that Jesus wanted them to hear and take to heart.
I. WHO HE IS

The first being simply who He is (READ Luke 24:25-27).
A) The Event of History

What Jesus is showing here is that He is the event of history.
1. The center

He is the center of it all.  It’s for good reason we mark time with B.C. and A.D. 

2. The context

For He is the center of it all.  And the context for everything that has ever happened.  The only way to know the significance of anything at all that came before and after is Jesus.
B) The Theme of the Scriptures

He is the event of history.  Which is why He is the theme of the Scriptures.
1. Teaching of the apostles

Wherever they went, to whomever they wrote or spoke, this was the apostles’ teaching.
2. Understanding of the prophets

And long before that, this was the understanding of the prophets (READ 1 Peter 1:10-12).
Jesus is the event of history.  And He is the theme of the Scriptures.

Application:

Which ought to effect how we read things.  We talked about this a few weeks ago.  It’s not just that “seeing is believing.”  It’s that “believing is seeing.”  Coming to grips with the message of the gospel is the first step in a journey of reality recovery.  And it shapes how we read things.  How we read the news.  How we read our circumstances.  How we read the Scriptures.  Ultimately, everything and everyone fade back as being at most and best in the supporting cast.  Because this story is about Jesus.  That’s who He is.
II. HOW HE REVEALS HIMSELF

So, that’s the first thing He wanted them to see – the startling news of who He is.  The next is how He reveals Himself.  After all, how did they come to see these things?  (READ Luke 24:28-32) This was a common meal.  And during this meal, this time with Him, they realized who He was – which then made sense of what had happened as He taught them back on the road.  But how did they come to recognize Him?  (READ Luke 24:15-16, 30-31) These are passive verbs.  Things were happening beyond their control.
A) The Necessity of His Intervention

Which points first to the necessity of His intervention that they might see. 
1. How they read things

We see it in how they had been reading their circumstances – entirely bleak.  We see it in how they had been reading the Scriptures – selectively focusing only on certain texts.
2. Reason for withholding until the right time

And so, for their sake, Jesus takes His time in unfolding these things, withholding until they’re ready.  Why?  He wants them to be grounded in the Word, not just in experiences.
B) The Power of the Word

And in this Word, there is power – power to change lives.  How do we see that?
1. Exposition of the texts

We see it in what happens in His exposition.  He rebukes them for their selective reading.  And then He explains to them the fuller picture, the deeper themes.  Likely such things as the significance to the sacrifice of Isaac, the imagery of the Passover lamb, the sacrificial system, the tabernacle and the temple.  Likely such texts as Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22.
2. Burning of their hearts

And, as He did so, there was a burning that took place in their hearts as light began to dawn, heat began to grow.  A flame was kindled, a passion ignited.  Their hearts burned.
How?  There’s something different, unique, about this book (READ Hebrews 4:12).  This book is unlike any other in its effects.  Jesus reveals Himself to us through it.

Application:

What is the significance for us?  As we come to the Scriptures, we need to lay aside our preconceptions, be willing to learn, and ask Him to make us teachable, to heal us of our hedonism (“It’s all about me”), our relativism (“It’s all up for grabs”), our pluralism (“Everyone is right”), and our materialism (“This is all there is”).  And He will.
For surely one of the startling things we see here is the startling way that Jesus reveals Himself to us.  He speaks.  He really speaks to us – through the Scriptures.

III. WHAT HE INTENDS

All for what end?  This is the third thing – what He intends.  That is, for us to be moved and then to move.  Which, from our text, is the mark of those who’ve seen Him.
A) Taking Risks

That is, Jesus intends us to go forth and take risks (READ Luke 24:33-35).
1. Not playing it safe

This was not playing it safe.  It was late and a dangerous time just to be out.  And yet they were intentionally going out as men already marked as followers of this Jesus.
2. But moving out

But this Jesus was exactly who they had just met.  And so they then were moving out.
B) Loving Well
Moving out and then loving well.  Where, after all, did they set out to go?
1. Mutual giving

To see their fellow Christ followers.  Why?  For the sake of mutual giving, the generous sharing of what they’d learned, knowing they had what others needed – this good news.
2. Mutual receiving

But not just mutual giving but mutual receiving as well.  Notice that the first thing they do upon their arrival is to listen.  What the others had they needed.  A heart of humility. 
This is what Jesus intended in revealing Himself – that they’d go and love well.
Application:

And history shows they did just that.  One of the greatest evidences for the resurrection is that the early Church believed it and was willing to stake everything on it.  Think with me here.  Why would they unless it happened?  Dramatic changes came upon them.  The Gospels candidly record they were once prideful, fearful, slow to listen and quick to fail.  But then came this newfound courage and conviction, compassion and community.  These things are historical facts.  How else can the historian explain it?  
All which is part of the reason why Jesus came.  The restoration of fellowship between God and man and then the restoration of fellowship between mankind.  Which means it is, of course, His delight to see us going forth and loving well.  It is His delight to see us seeing ourselves as part of this larger body, as this larger story is unfolding still.
CONCLUSION:

The startling news is that Christ is risen, risen indeed.  And, with that, there are some startling things He wants us to hear – who He is, how He reveals Himself, and what He intends for us.  Easter is not some afterthought.  It is the point, the purpose of it all.

Some of you have heard me mention a podcast from www.howstuffworks.com, “history stuff for the history buff.”  They’ve covered some great events, great events with huge ramifications.  The Fall of the Berlin Wall, the Civil Rights Movement, the great Battles of WWII, the Emancipation Proclamation, the Boston Tea Party, the Crusades – just to name a few.  But then there are the lesser entries – Rosie the Riveter, Alcatraz, the Great Chicago Fire, the Donner Party, Lady Godiva, the Pied Piper, King Arthur, Easter Island – all interesting and important at some level but just not the same.  Lesser entries.

Here’s what we need to see.  When you bring the resurrection of Jesus into the discussion, everything else slides to the category of lesser entries.  Hear me.  You cannot, you cannot, you cannot overstate the significance of the resurrection.  He lives!  Not just that He is remembered, not just that He was resuscitated, but that He was raised from the dead.  Do you hear?  And now we know that, because of Him, we can be too.  And it begins with the new life He brings to us now.  He lives!  He has risen indeed.  Startling news.  And with that startling news, there are some startling things He wants us to hear.

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) The startling news is that Christ is risen, risen indeed.

(magnet) And there are some startling things He wants us to hear.
