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February 15, 2009

“Sojourners and Exiles:  A Marriage on Display”

1 Peter 3:1-7

FCF:  The need the world has to see the gospel lived out in marriage
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) The Lord has called us out as “sojourners and exiles.”
(magnet) This means our lives are to look different – including our marriages.
SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION:

According to recent surveys (and no few advertisers), the best gifts you could have given for Valentine’s Day were a “perfume and bloom” set, a PajamaGram, a Vermont Teddy Bear, a romantic spa package, or the Chocolate-of-the-Month Club.  
There you go – the best gifts you could have given to your sweetheart.  That said, the best gift the Church could give the world is a living demonstration of the reality of the gospel fleshed out for all to see.  The world is looking for this message of God’s grace and mercy through Christ to take shape where it counts – especially in our marriages.
Now, a quick word to those of you here who are not married.  We’re all in this together.  You may not be married today but you may yet be some day.  And even if that’s not the case, our text will still tell you how to pray and support those who are.
SCRIPTURE READING:  1 Peter 2:9-3:7
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON INTRODUCTION:

An old gospel tune lyric (READ “This World Is Not My Home,” 1st stanza):
This world is not my home, I’m just passing through.
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue.

The angels beckon me to heaven’s open door

And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore.
What’s this saying?  I am in the world but not of the world.  So I’m not putting my hopes in the things of this world.  I’m not taking my cues from the standards of this world.  

Remember what we read from the Beatitudes.  Jesus’ point is “Live this way and you will stand out.  You will be like salt and light.”  The world and the church are two distinct communities.  The world is a dark place, needing something to enlighten it.  The world is a dying place, needing something to hinder its decay.  Which is where we come in.  God’s people are to live in a way that testifies to the reality and to the power of the gospel of grace.  We are to be what we are, a counterculture, in every arena of life.

Which brings us to 1 Peter.  His original audience is described this way (READ 1 Peter 1:1b-2a).  Reading on, the main point of this section is simply this:  the great difference that ought to distinguish the life of Christians in this world.  Christians have a unique set of principles and purposes governing their lives.  We are sojourners and exiles.  And this affects relationships – citizen/ruler, slave/master, and wife/husband as well.  It’s important to notice this little word “likewise” in vv.1 and 7 of the third chapter.  This shows us that what Peter is saying here is part of a larger context, a flow of thought.
All of which is simply to say this.  The Lord has called us out, His followers, as “sojourners and exiles.”  And this means our lives are to be different, to look different.  In every arena.  This touches all our relationships, including especially our marriages.
I. THE CALLING UPON CHRISTIAN WIVES

Now Peter begins with the calling of Christian wives (READ 1 Peter 3:1-6).  What is he saying?  Again, we are not to put our hopes in this world.  Nor are we to take our cues from the standards of this world.  The immediate context – clearly, there were wealthy women present in these churches.  And there were spiritually “mixed marriages” as well.   And what Peter says here as an apostle of our risen ruling Savior has universal application – not just to spiritually mixed marriages but to any marriage, then and now. 
A) Do These Things

Peter says, “Christian wives, you are to do these things.”  What things?
1. Submit to your husbands

“You are to be subject to, to submit to, your husbands.”  Now, what does that mean?
a) What it doesn’t mean

There’s so much misunderstanding on this point so let’s first be clear as to what it doesn’t mean.  First, Peter is not saying, “Leave your brain behind.”  The assumption is that she has heard and considered the gospel message, agreed with it and embraced it for herself.  Second, he is not saying, “Agree on everything with your husband.”  Think with me here.  She is a Christian and he is not.  There couldn’t be a more fundamental disagreement between a married couple.  Third, Peter is not saying, “Put the will of your husband ahead of the will of Christ.”  Not at all.  She is a follower of Christ first.  Submission to Jesus relativizes submission to governments, to employers, and to husbands.  The husband is but “lord,” not “Lord.”  Fourth, Peter is not saying, “Do not try to change your husband.”  That’s a major thrust of this text.  This man needs to be changed!
b) What it does mean

So all that is what it doesn’t mean.  But then what does it mean?  Literally, to “be subject to,” to “submit to,” means “to arrange under.”  In the context of relationships, it means “a pouring out of oneself into the completion of another person.”  It is the sacrificing of oneself to make the relationship, and those within it, whole.  Biblical submission is never the suppression of gifts but the full expression of those gifts on behalf of another person.

Illustration:

I don’t know if this story is true but it’s worth telling.  The first President Bush was travelling in Texas with his wife, Barbara, in a presidential motorcade.  They stopped to get gas.  Barbara got out to talk to the attendant.  “Who was that?” George asked.  “An old boyfriend,” she said.  George replied, “Hmm...You stuck with me and became the wife of the President of the United States.  If you’d stuck with him, you’d be the wife of a gas station attendant.”  “George, don’t be silly.  If I’d married him, he’d be President.”

2. Focus on your inner beauty

The Christian wife is to “be subject to” her husband.  Meaning that her gifts are not to be suppressed but fully expressed on behalf of another.  But Peter goes on.  She is to focus on her inner beauty.  Peter is not excluding all styling and jewelry.  To go that route would mean he is excluding all clothing as well.  The question he’s raising here is “What is the focus of your attention and effort?”  It should be on inner beauty and not outer.
B) With This in View

“Do these things,” Peter says.  “And do them with this in view.”  Two things.
1. Your value
First, her value in view.  It is not in her looks but in her heart.  It is in the fact she is made in God’s image and according to His likeness.  He has not made her the same as this man but certainly equal in value.  And He has placed her in a unique position to reach him.
2. Your hope

“Do these things with your value in view.  And your hope.”  (READ 1 Peter 3:5) Her hope is not in her husband (or in getting a husband).  Yes, a good husband should strengthen and build up.  But ultimately, she is not dependent on him.  And so when he is lacking, she is not left utterly bereft of support.  For she gets her depth and strength, as John Piper puts it so well (READ quote), “not from her husband but for her husband.”  Peter alluded to this principle earlier in his charge to citizens and then slaves (READ 1 Peter 2:16, 23).
These deep roots are what then bear such fruit.  She is trustingly submitting to her husband as an expression of her submission to God.  She is fearless in facing the future because her hope is in God.  She does these things with glorious things in view.
Application:

So what is a wife to say to her husband?  When he is leading as he should, something along these lines, “I delight when you take the initiative in our family.  I’m glad when you take responsibility for things and lead with love.  I just don’t flourish when you are passive and I’m forced to be the one to make the family work.”
But what should be said by a woman in a spiritually mixed marriage?  Or by a woman whose husband, whatever else he may say about his Christian beliefs, is living as though it is a mixed marriage?  In that case, something along these lines, “It grieves me when you venture into sin and want to take me with you.  You know I can’t do that.  I don’t want to resist you but I can’t follow you on this, as much as I value your leadership in our marriage.  Christ is my Lord.  He is my King.”  Now what frees and enables a woman to say that?  Her value, her hope, is in no one else but her Lord and her King.
This is part of what it means to be called out as “sojourners and exiles,” living in a way that is different and distinct, our marriages transformed by the gospel of Christ.
II. THE CALLING UPON CHRISTIAN HUSBANDS

Which then takes us from the calling of the wife to the calling of the husband.  Here again, he is not to place his hope in this world.  Nor is he to take his cues from the standards of this world.  He too is in the world but not of it (READ 1 Peter 3:7).
A) Do These Things

“Do these things,” Peter says.  What things?
1. To live with her in an understanding way

Live with her in “an understanding way,” according to knowledge.  According to the knowledge of God, the faith, women in general, and this woman in particular.  Don’t assume you know it all about any of these things – including her!  It’s a lifetime pursuit.
2. To show her honor

Live with her in an understanding way.  And show her honor.  Husband, you claim you are a follower of Christ.  Then treat her as one highly valued, precious, of great worth.
B) With This in View

“Do these things,” Peter says.  “With this in view.  She is different.” 
1. Who she is

She is “the weaker vessel.”  Not weaker morally, mentally, or spiritually.  Though possibly physically.  More likely that she is in a vulnerable position since she has voluntarily placed herself under her husband’s leadership.  So, with that, put her interests ahead of your own.  She is “the weaker vessel” and an heir with you of the grace of life.
2. Your relationship with Christ

Which takes us to the second thing in view – your relationship with Christ is at stake.  Not just your relationship with her but with Him.  Not just prayers with her but prayer to Him.  Note this word “hinder.”  In the ancient world, it was used in reference to the practice of impeding someone’s journey by breaking up the road or by placing an obstacle in their path.  Their progress was then “hindered.”  They couldn’t go forward.  
Now we know prayer affects how we live.  But Peter is saying that how we live also affects prayer.  He says this elsewhere (READ 1 Peter 3:10-12; 4:7).  Jesus speaks to this in the Sermon on the Mount (READ Matthew 5:23-24).  Jesus is saying, “You’ve got to be kidding.  You’re coming to me with this?”  Not to say we have to have it all together in order to pray.  In fact, often times the very reason we’re there is precisely because we don’t have it all together.  But we are being pressed here to examine our hearts.
Application:

The reality is that our prayers can be hindered, blocked.  And what hinders our prayers is often our lives – the way we live, how we relate to others, especially those closest to us.  And for husbands, that’s our wives.  Prayer is a means of grace, one of the God-given ways in which we can grow in our relationship with Him.  And Peter is telling us that there are means to the means of grace.  And so a call to self-examination.

A call to examine our lives, our marriages, our relationships with our wives.  To ask the Lord to show us, perhaps through another brother (and perhaps through our wives) the answers to questions like “Where am I ignoring or neglecting her?  In what ways am I acting as though I’ve learned all there is to learn of her?  How can I study her?  In what ways can I honor her?  In what ways do I need to learn her language?”
Illustration:

An example.  She doesn’t always mean what you think she does.  Case in point, “We never go out.”  Now, that could be true and is something you need to address.  But it could also be a cry of longing.  “I miss you.  I don’t feel connected with you.  Can we spend some time together?”  Which means, when she says, “We never go out,” you don’t have to take it as an attack.  She’s not saying, “You’re a failure.  You’re inadequate.  My mother said...”  That’s not what she’s saying.  She saying she wants to be with you!  You need to learn her language.  God gave you that woman.  Live with her according to knowledge.  You’re a sojourner and an exile.  So this is supposed to look different.
CONCLUSION:

I should tell you about some of my musings for future wedding ceremonies.  One idea I’ve had is that at the end of the service, just before the couple goes down the aisle, I’ll tie their inside leg to each other so they can immediately start working on walking together as one.  Another is a revision to the pronouncement.  Something like, “By virtue of the authority granted unto me by the church of Christ and the law of the state, I now pronounce you husband and wife – sojourners and exiles – part of God’s grand design, not only for your sake but those around you as well.”  The idea being that those of us who are married need to have our eyes lifted off of ourselves in order to see the grander story.
Your marriage is about more than just you.  It is more than just getting your needs met, pursuing your personal happiness and your passing fulfillment.  It is more than an efficient arrangement, an amicable partnership, even a lifelong romance.  It is about proclaiming – not a lie as to what the gospel is – but the truth come home in our marriages.  All with this glorious goal in mind – that the world might know what it really looks like to love, respect, and serve someone; to persevere with them in a relationship; to forgive and be forgiven; to have your sin exposed and then not run away or anywhere but to God.  And that it’s possible.  This thing, the gospel lived out, the world is dying to see.  And it’s really possible – with us!  And God intends for all to see it in the living testimony of His people, sojourners and exiles, living and loving in a whole new way.

PROPOSITION:  (anchor) The Lord has called us out as “sojourners and exiles.”

(magnet) This means our lives are to look different – including our marriages.
