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December 25, 2022 

“A Cosmic View of Christmas” 
Revelation 12:1-6 

FCF:  Confusion as to a “good Christmas” 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) As we gain a cosmic view of Christmas, 

(anchor) we find strength to resist the pressures throughout the year. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
It’s good to get another perspective.  Case in point, what makes for a good Christmas?  

For some of us, it’s the sight of a tree, the smell of baking from the kitchen, the sound of laughter 
from friends.  All of which are fine but can be so elusive.  For we have no guarantees of that. 

What makes for a good Christmas?  Perhaps we need to shift our sights.  Listen to these 
words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer from a letter he wrote on 12/01/43 from a German prison (READ): 

I think we’re going to have an exceptionally good Christmas.  The very fact that every outward circumstance preclude 
our making provision for it will show whether we can be content with what is truly essential.  I used to be very fond of 
thinking up and buying presents, but now that we have nothing to give, the gift God gave us in the birth of Christ will 
seem all the more glorious; the emptier our hands the better we understand what Luther meant by his dying words:  
“We’re beggars; it’s true.”  The poorer our quarters, the more clearly we perceive that our hearts should be Christ’s 
home on earth. 

His quarters were quite poor that December.  But he could see so much better than before. 
Sometimes it takes another perspective to see what’s been there all along.  That’s what is 

before us here this morning - another perspective of Jesus’ birth.  A cosmic view of Christmas. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Revelation 12:1-6 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 

With any gift package, it’s worth reading the label.  This gift is from the Apostle John, 
exiled to the island of Patmos in the late 1st century.  It’s written to churches in Asia Minor.  
Opening the package, we see some themes - who God is, who His people are, the way we fit into 
His plan.  Suffering is part of that plan, the plan of He who controls all things, all of history.  

This was not for idle speculation.  This was meant to connect to lives lived and pressures 
felt by the early Christians.  What pressures?  They were accused of being “cannibals” over the 
Lord’s Supper and “atheists” for not believing in the old gods.  There was intense temptation to 
moral compromise and corruption.  And then the hatred and hostility.  This was during Emperor 
Domitian’s wave of brutal persecution - 40,000 Christians slaughtered for public entertainment.   

An historical question.  What sustained them?  This did.  That’s an indisputable historical 
fact.  So what will sustain us in whatever pressures to compromise or corruption we may feel or 
in whatever persecution we might face?  This will.  What effect did this have upon them?  What 
effect might it have upon us?  Here in Revelation, we have a cosmic view of Christmas.  And 
through it, we will find the strength to resist whatever pressures we may face.  That’s quite a gift. 

Look at what John sees, each of these three characters - the woman, the dragon, the child. 
I. THE WOMAN 

The first is this mysterious woman (READ Revelation 12:1-2).  Who is this? 
A) Identification of the Image 
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1. Images 
Her clothing is reminiscent of Joseph’s dream in Genesis 37.  The 12 stars allude to the 12 tribes 
of Israel and the 12 apostles.   Her pregnancy points to Israel’s times of preparation and struggle. 
2. Identification 
All of which is to say that she would seem to represent not just Mary but Mary’s people, the 
church in both eras, both before and after the coming of the Christ.  The woman is the church. 
B) Explanation of the Action 
1. Actions 
But what’s happening with her?  She gives birth to a male child and then flees into the wilderness 
– a place hardly unheard of in the Scriptures.  Think back to the years of the exodus wandering. 
2. Explanation 
Thematically, the wilderness is a place where God’s people are thrust into dependence on Him.  
We are exposed, taken to our limits, but are protected from whatever would do us harm. 

All of which is meant to tell us things about God’s people - the church - then and now.  
Application: 

Things can appear hopeless.  We can feel as though we are under siege and abandoned.  
That’s how things can often seem.  But this vision is showing us that, in reality, even in the 
wilderness, we have a place prepared by God.  In fact, He is truly with us and nourishing us.   

Think of how that message would have connected to the early church.  The solace we can 
have is just as real as the struggle we face.  Now think of the ways you need that this morning. 

A cosmic view of Christmas tells us something of our struggles.  They have a place - we 
have a place - in God’s plans.  We have but to look to Him while in the wilderness.  Even now. 
II. THE DRAGON 

But what of the dragon?  How is he factored in?  (READ Revelation 12:3-4) Who is this? 
A) Identification of the Image 
1. Images 
The dragon is a monstrous terrifying figure, an enemy with great strength and power. 
2. Identification 
And there’s no guesswork needed as to who he is.  This is Satan (READ Revelation 12:7-9). 
B) Explanation of the Action 
1. Actions 
But what is his role in this vision?  Obviously, he is attacking the child of the woman and wants 
to destroy Him.  In fact, if you keep reading, you see that he wants to destroy the woman herself. 
2. Explanation 
All of which points to Satan’s hatred of God, of Christ, and His people.  This is a hatred that is 
reflected all through history.  We see it in Satan’s deception of Adam and Eve.  It comes out in 
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the murder of Abel, the corruption of the faithful in Noah’s day, the assimilation of Abraham’s 
family into Canaanite culture.  It’s reflected in the genocide attempted by Pharaoh in Egypt and 
then Haman in Persia.  It’s what lies behind the infanticide of Herod, the treachery of Judas, and 
the plotting of the Jewish authorities.  Satan hates both the purposes and the people of God. 

That is the dragon and that is what he represents in this dramatic vision.  He is our enemy. 
Illustration: 
 And that is worth remembering.  If we don’t know who our enemy is, we won’t know 
how to prepare for his approach or attacks.  Think of it this way.  There are a lot of college bowl 
games right now.  Suppose instead of hitting the field prepared for football, your team went out 
thinking it was a flower festival.  How well would they fare?  Or suppose they knew it was a 
football game but the coach had prepared for the wrong team.  Again, how would they fare? 
Application: 

Who is our enemy?  Behind the terror of Rome, John saw the malice of Satan.  So should 
we.  Human individuals or circumstances might be all we can see at times.  But here we see there 
is far more that we should see.  As Paul makes clear in Ephesians 6 (READ Ephesians 6:11-12).   

Knowing who our enemy is, knowing who it is we are up against, determines what sort of 
fight we are in, what sort of tactics to use.  What does that mean for this fight?  If our enemy was 
just a person or a party, that would mean one thing.  But ours is a spiritual enemy, one who is far 
too much for us.  So what do we do?  We pray with assurance and lean on Jesus our great King.  

A cosmic view of Christmas shows us an unseen but true reality breaking in.  And it’s 
there all the time.  Knowing this can shed light on our days and prepare us for the fight ahead. 
III. THE CHILD 

We have the woman and the dragon.  But what of this child?  (READ Revelation 12:5-6)   
A) Identification of the Image 
1. A child 
Who is this child?  Certainly, the image of a newborn conveys both weakness and helplessness. 
2. A child coming forth from a woman 
A child coming from a woman like one of us.  He is from the woman yet also for the woman. 
B) Explanation of the Action 
1. The actions 
We see him ruling the nations with a rod of iron.  This is a shepherding role – providing, guiding, 
protecting not just with a staff but with a rod.  And not just a wooden rod but one of iron, one of 
power and might.  This is the King of the kings.  Yet He is caught up to God and to His throne. 
2. The explanation 
The idea being that this is the Christ in His ascension.  The King has come but is coming again.  
The kingdom has come and yet is still coming.  It has truly come but has yet to come in full. 
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 We live between these two advents.  The King’s return is near and getting nearer still. 
Application: 

It can seem as though we’re alone in the wilderness.  It can seem as if our enemies are 
just other people.  And at times, all we see is weakness, no warrior - as if Jesus is more lamb than 
lion, more meekness than majesty.  That’s how things often appear on this side of the curtain. 

But in terms of how things really are, we are not without help and hope.  For He has 
come and is coming.  We are not without help and hope.  So we have no reason to fear.  “Do not 
be afraid” the angel said to both Mary and Joseph.  We need to hear that too.  Think of what fear 
does to us - the striking out, the pulling back, the panicked attempt to control.  That’s what fear 
does.  That’s where those impulses come from.  Our attacking, withdrawing, and controlling are 
from fear.  But our King rules with a rod of iron.  He is with us, for us, and is coming back. To 
the degree we believe and our hearts embrace this, our fears will melt away like Tennessee snow. 

A cosmic view of Christmas gives us a new and hopeful lens through which to see. 
CONCLUSION: 

The Gospels tell us what could be seen at the first Christmas there in Bethlehem - the 
shepherds, the angels, Mary, Joseph, the child in the manger, the star, the magi and their gifts.  
But Revelation gives us a look behind the curtain and makes clear there’s more than meets the 
eye.  That’s not to say the historical record doesn’t matter.  Not at all.  Nor is it to say that Jesus 
isn’t interested that level of understanding, in our senses.  He made them.  And He knows well 
how our physical senses can communicate spiritual truth.  We noted earlier the way John’s vision 
in Revelation was used to preserve the early church and to enable them to persevere.  This 
sacrament, the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, played a similar role.  Just as it was meant to. 

For Jesus is sealing something here.  “As surely as you eat this bread and drink this cup, I 
have done all that was needed to save you.  So now you can lay hold of that in faith and rest.  I 
am with you to empower and encourage you.  So now you can follow Me and love one another.  
And I will come again to make you and all things right.  So now you can hope.”  That’s what He 
has been sealing for us from the beginning and on through the ages down to today.  This time, 
each time we do this, is meant to deepen and impel us forward together in faith, love, and hope. 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) As we gain a cosmic view of Christmas, 

(anchor) we gain strength to resist the pressures throughout the year.


