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March 13, 2022 

“Bodily Purity and Impurity” 
Leviticus 15:1-33 

FCF:  Thinking ourselves to be autonomous 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) The Lord speaks into all of life - including the most personal. 
 (anchor) And we see this reflected in the levitical laws. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 Every culture has its stories and myths.  Beyond mere entertainment, these stories give 
meaning and a language.  What or who are ours?  The autonomous individual.  Identity and 
purpose are found by looking within and expressing it.  “Self-discovery and self-expression.”  
“You must be true to yourself and act on that.”  The message of Disney films (READ) Moana - 
“Follow your heart.”  Tangled - “Live your dream.”  Toy Story 4 - “Listen to your inner voice.” 
 This is who we are and what we do in our culture, whether on the Right or the Left.  But 
it might be worth stopping to ask, “How is that going?”  Which brings us to our next stop in this 
overview of Leviticus, chapter 15.  This is long reading so let me give you a few markers.  The 
chapter is on bodily discharges.  That’s right.  The first half focuses on men (vv.2-15 abnormal, 
vv.16-18 normal).  The second half focuses on women (vv.19-24 normal, vv.25-30 abnormal).    
SCRIPTURE READING:  Leviticus 15:1-33 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 You’ve likely heard (or made) the charge.  “Christians are so inconsistent.  How can you 
be in favor of one set of rules and conveniently ignore the rest?”  And then a finger is pointed to 
texts such as this so as to dismiss it all.  The idea being that Christians are inconsistent.  So 
Christianity must be untrue.  Which means the Bible isn’t worth reading.  But does that hold? 
 What should we say to this accusation?  Well, our lives are inconsistent.  That’s true.  But 
let’s step back for moment.  Understand that the people of Israel did not see the Law as a burden.  
They knew it was given by God, the Creator of life, for human flourishing.  It was not a burden 
but a blessing (READ Psalm 119:35, 40).  The psalmist is including the levitical laws here. 
 But how do such laws work today?  It’s vital to say that they are not in force.  They were 
part of the old covenant fulfilled by Christ.  All the sacrifices and regulations tied to the temple  
and tabernacle pointed to Christ and He has completed it.  That was their purpose from the very 
beginning.  It’s why the Lord gave them to His people.  So, again, they are no longer in force.  
 That said, they have much to teach us.  For a law reflects the heart of the Lawgiver.  That 
stands to reason.  And who is this Lawgiver?  He is the Lord of all of life, our Redeemer, whose 
greatness is matched only by His goodness.  And this Lawgiver speaks into all of life.  He speaks 
into all of life - including the most personal.  And we see this reflected in the levitical laws. 
I. LEVITICAL LAWS ON PURITY 
 To get at this, let’s start with a broad general look at levitical laws on purity.  What were 
they for?  If we were living as one of the Israelites at the time, what would have been clear to us? 
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A) The Limits of Ritual Purity 
 First, we’d have to see that there were some limits to ritual purity.  It only went so far. 
1. Addressing only the externals 
For starters, such rites and rules addressed only the externals.  They covered things that were 
measurable and visible.  They were possibly but not never necessarily an expression of the heart. 
2. Not the same as moral purity 
They addressed only the externals.  But there was something else.  Ritual purity was not the 
same as moral purity.  This is why it’s better to speak of being pure instead of being clean.  For 
ritual purity was not a measure of righteousness.  We’d do well to think in terms of ritual states. 
Illustration: 
 Here’s an analogy.  If you have the flu, you shouldn’t visit a friend who has a newborn.    
You need to mend.  If you just came from a workout at the gym, you shouldn’t head immediately 
to your job interview.  You need a shower.  It’s like that with these ritual states.  They determine 
what you can do and where you can go.  These are ritual states of purity requiring certain steps. 
B) The Lessons of Ritual Purity  
 But moving from limits of ritual purity, we need to look at the lessons.  What are they? 
1. Continual reminders 
They served as continual reminders.  God is holy.  And His people are to reflect His holiness.  
These rites and rules were daily prompts, teaching tools.  We would be reminded, “If the Lord 
wants us to give such attention to ritual purity, how much more so then with moral purity?” 
2. Complete surrender 
So these were continual reminders.  But they also encouraged a life of complete surrender.  For 
we would begin to see that all of life is under the Lord’s authority.  If you go back and look at 
chapters 11-15, you’ll see a tone set (READ Leviticus 10:10-11).  Then came laws pertaining to 
foods, to childbirth, to disease, and to bodily discharges.  The idea being that all of life is then 
presented as an opportunity to remember and to reflect upon who and whose you were.  And to 
respond to God’s mercy, care, and provision in the whole of your life.  It was complete surrender. 
 That’s what we see in these general principles on the levitical laws on purity. 
Application: 
 There are lessons here for us today.  The Lord is still Lord of all of life.  And we are to 
live that out (READ 1 Corinthians 10:31).  There is to be no division between the sacred and the 
secular.  There is to be no daylight between those categories whatsoever because they don’t exist.   
 As Francis Schaeffer said, there are no little people and no little places.  Every calling, 
activity, and station is to be lived “coram deo” - before the face of God.  Every place we set our 
feet, every breath drawn into our lungs, every resource under our care is from, to, through Him.  
 The Lord speaks into all of life.  And we see this reflected in the levitical laws. 
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II. LEVITICAL LAWS ON BODILY DISCHARGES 
 With that, we can start to talk about the second point, these laws on bodily discharges.  
What is this about?  What is the thread holding it together?  It’s clear these rites and rules have to 
do with the reproductive system and give us insights into the Bible’s view on human sexuality. 
A) Not a Condemnation 
 And the first thing we have to say here is that what we find is not a condemnation. 
1. Typical views 
There are two views floating around on this.  On the one hand, there are those who say sex is just 
an appetite.  That is, it is perfectly natural to have sex with people whenever you want.  On the 
other hand, there are those who say sex is dirty and defiling.  Which means we should stay away 
from it.  Where do we see this today?  Blue states go for the first and red states go for the second. 
2. The biblical view 
They’re both wrong.  What is the biblical view?  Here we see sex between a man and a woman 
married to one another is good.  God created it.  And it is commended all through Scripture. 
B) But a Regulation 
 We see no condemnation whatsoever.  But what is it we see here in Leviticus 15?  What 
we see is not condemnation but regulation.  And that’s obviously a completely different thing. 
Illustration: 
 Think of it this way.  Given how much potential sex has for good or for harm, it needs to 
be regulated.  It’s like a fire.  Kept in the fireplace, it keeps us warm.  But outside the fireplace, it 
will burn down the house.  So it’s precisely because of its power that it needs to be protected. 
1. Specific cases of impurity 
Let’s take just a moment to look at these specific cases.  It begins in vv.2-15 with the male and 
something abnormal, possibly venereal disease.  What we see in vv.16-18 is normal.  But why is 
semen impure?  Honestly, we don’t know.  But the practical effect would be to rule out any illicit 
pagan practices in the sanctuary.  Then we shift to the female.  In vv.19-24, this is speaking to a 
normal menstrual flow.  Why would this be impure?  Possibly because blood would be ritually 
defiling.  Then in vv.25-30, we read of abnormal bleeding, possibly due to some form of cancer. 
But let’s go back to the woman’s regular flow.  There are some mercies extended here that really 
are worth noting.  Interpersonal contact with her is not prohibited.  Which means friends and 
family are still able to offer care.  And she is also given a socially acceptable way to withdraw. 
2. The significance of these cases 
But let’s take a step back and look at these cases.  What would have been the significance of all 
this?  The Lord is with us, dwelling with us.  He is involved in absolutely every area of our lives. 
 These are all things worth considering as we look at these specific levitical laws. 
Application: 
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 How then does this speak to us today?  Let me suggest two things.  First, as we’ve said 
already, our God is Lord over all of life - including sex.  When we buy into any other views, 
either sex as an appetite or as evil, we are buying into a lie.  And it is bankrupting us.  When we 
think we can bring this fire out of the fireplace, put it into the middle of the room, and do with it 
as we please, it does us harm.  Leviticus 15 shows us that the Lord speaks into all of life. 
 That’s the first thing I want to suggest.  But the second is this.  The Lord offers cleansing 
from every sin - including sexual sin.  Think with me here.  Something so personal, so intimate, 
touching us not just physically but spiritually, has astonishing potential.  And many of us can 
speak to the harm we have done to ourselves here, the guilt and shame we bear.  What then can 
be done?  Where can we go?  Leviticus 15 shows us the Lord offers us cleansing from every sin. 
 But how?  (READ Leviticus 15:31) This is a strong exhortation to Moses and Aaron.  To 
ignore this was to risk impurity running through the camp, defiling the Lord’s holy place.  This 
would be an assault upon the Lord’s rule, treason against their holy King.  And so Moses and 
Aaron had to keep the people separate from their uncleanness.  It was absolutely vital they do so. 
 We have One who has done it for us (READ 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 1 Peter 1:17-19).  We have 
One who has separated us from our uncleanness.  That’s what Leviticus 15 is about.  The Lord 
speaks into all of life - including the most personal.  We see this reflected in the levitical laws. 
CONCLUSION: 
 To press this home, let me put a scenario before you.  You live in Brussels.  And you get 
the news that the King of Belgium, King Philippe, has just passed down an edict that, given the 
gas shortages, all citizens of Belgium are to turn in their cars and walk or ride bicycles.  And you 
say, “Hmm.  That’s interesting.  Hey, Marge, are you ready to drive into town?”  What’s going on 
here?  You live in Brussels.  The King of Belgium has spoken.  Didn’t you hear the news?  Sure 
you did.  But you live in Brussels, WI - settled in 1850, a population 1,136.  So what do you care 
what the King of Belgium says?  It’s interesting but he doesn’t have any claim on your life.   
 That’s where many of us live before Jesus.  We simply don’t recognize His claim over 
our lives and so His words fall flat upon our deaf ears.  But let’s extend this out for a moment.  
Let’s say you do live in Brussels, Belgium and then decide to ignore the word of the king.  Well, 
that could present a problem - not for the king but for you.  Or, to turn it another way, let’s say by 
some strange turn of history, you live in Brussels, WI but King Philippe is the king over all the 
nations of the world.  There is no place that his flag does not fly.  But you won’t yield to him.    
 You see, we have two problems as we think of King Jesus.  We not only don’t know who 
our true Ruler is.  We don’t know how far His rule extends.  And there are times we refuse to see 
it or to give serious thought to His commands.  Which brings us back to Leviticus 15.  The Lord 
speaks into all of life - even the most personal.  And we see this reflected in the levitical laws.  
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) The Lord speaks into all of life - including the most personal. 
 (anchor) And we see this reflected in the levitical laws.


