
September 3, 2017 

“The Feeding of the 5,000” 
Matthew 14:13-21 

FCF:  Needing a truer picture of the task at hand 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Following Christ is like nothing we’ve ever done. 

(magnet) And so we must approach it in a whole new way. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
It was 1845 and Sir John Franklin of the Royal Navy was leading an expedition to the 

Arctic to seek out the Northern Passage.  With him were 138 men on two 3-masted ships 
equipped with coal-powered steam engines.  It was to be a 2 to 3 year journey.  They took only 
12 days worth of coal.  But listen to what they did take – a library of 1,200 volumes, an organ, 
fine china, precious goblets, and silver flatware engraved with the initials of the crew.  After 
months went by with no contact, other expeditions were sent to look for them.  It took 12 years.  
The ships were found encased in ice.  As were the men – corpses frozen as if they were still 
pushing their lifeboats across the ice, weighted down with flatware.  Flatware.  You realize, of 
course, the tragedy, the lunacy, the futility of packing and hauling flatware for such a journey. 

It begs a question.  Are we prepared?  Do we know what it means to follow Jesus? 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 14:13-21 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 

The context of all this is important (READ Matthew 14:13).  Jesus moves in response to 
some news (READ Matthew 14:1-2).  This was a strategic withdrawal.  It was not the time for a 
confrontation with local authorities.  It was time for intensive training of the disciples.  Which 
sets the stage for what follows.  I should add that this is the only one of Jesus’ miracles recorded 
in all four Gospels.  Which tells us something of its importance.  It’s a significant account. 

For it shows us that following Christ is like nothing we’ve ever done.  You may have 
experience in planning and logistics, execution and implementation, assessment and review.  You 
may be well trained, well read, well rounded.  You may have the references and the resume.  But 
following Christ is like nothing we’ve ever done.  And so we need to approach it in a new way. 

Especially when you consider these three things.  First, the immensity of the task before 
us.  Second, the limitations of our resources.  And, third, our deep need of dependence on Christ. 
I. THE IMMENSITY OF THE TASK 

First, let’s consider the immensity of the task before us. (READ Matthew 14:14-15). 
A) The Scope of the Need 
1. The size of the crowd 
This mass of people was described as a “great crowd” - likely somewhere around 20,000 people. 
2. The remote location 
And this was “a desolate place,” a remote location.  The “villages” were likely but small hamlets. 
B) The Disciples’ Response 
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1. Their assessment 
And the disciples’ response?  They assessed the situation in a practical manner, using some 
mathematical calculations.  “What are we up against?  What is the need?  How big is the job?” 
2. Their assumption 
And this practical assessment drove their pessimistic assumption.  “Jesus, the crowd is too big.  
There’s too many of them.  If they’re going to eat, you’re going to have to send them away.” 

And they were right.  To a point.  This what it means to face the immensity of the task. 
Application: 

What is our task?  Think of it in these terms - outwardly and inwardly.  Outwardly, we are 
to reach the world with the gospel, to be salt and light.  And then, inwardly, we are to love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  And we are to love our neighbor as 
ourselves.  Those are our tasks.  And, if we take them seriously, we’ll realize it’s too much.   

Following Christ is like nothing we’ve ever done.  We need to approach it in a new way. 
II. THE LIMITATIONS OF OUR RESOURCES 

We need to see the immensity of the task.  And the limitations of our resources.  Here’s 
where the exchange between Jesus and the disciples comes into play (READ Matthew 14:16-17). 
A) The Inadequate Supply 
1. The boy 
John tells us in his account that the source of the food that they had was a boy in the crowd.  We 
don’t know his story.  But we do know this was but a boy – not a caterer, not a grocery store. 
2. The food 
And we know he had five barley loaves – likely flat cakes cooked on a gridiron or hot stones.  
And we know he had two fish – likely small pickled fish eaten on the side.  This was staple food.  
B) The Disciples’ Response 
1. Their assessment 
And this was just ludicrously inadequate.  Which then brought another assessment.  The disciples 
do some more mathematical calculations.  “This crowd is too large.  And our supply too small.” 
2. Their assumption 
It’s another practical assessment.  And another pessimistic assumption.  Jesus told them to feed 
the crowd.  They assume that what they see is all they have.  They are sure of what can’t be done. 

And, again, they were right.  To a point.  This was the limitations of their resources. 
Application: 

Jesus is pressing us here as well.  What supply do we have?  The reality is that in the face 
of being called to feed 5,000, all we have is five loaves and two fish worth of love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  And that’s ludicrously 
inadequate.  It’s simply not enough.  We can’t do it.  That’s the limitations of our resources.    
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Following Christ is like nothing we’ve ever done.  We need to approach it in a new way. 
III. OUR DEPENDENCE ON CHRIST   

To follow Christ, we need to see both the immensity of the task and the limitations of our 
resources.  Which prepares us to embrace our dependence on Christ (READ Matthew 14:18-21).  
A) Using What They Had 

Jesus was showing His disciples that He was determined to take and use what they had. 
1. Not the stones from the field 
Think with me.  If He had wanted to, Jesus could have just grabbed the stones lying there on the 
ground and turned them into food.  Strictly speaking, Jesus didn’t need their loaves and fish.   
2. But the food in their hands 
The disciples assumed the solution was limited by their supply.  But Jesus wasn’t limited by their 
supply.  Not at all.  So He called for what they had and used it.  Which is so kind and ennobling.   
B) To Do What They Could Not 

He took and used what little they had to then do what they could not.  That’s the lesson. 
1. Not from a stockpile 
And notice the bread and the fish were not to be stockpiled.  They weren’t given dump trucks.   
2. But through repeated fillings  
The crowds would be fed, the work would be done, as the disciples made one one trip after 
another - repeated fillings.  Going to Jesus, out into the crowd, and then back to Jesus again.  It 
was incremental and continual - much like the lesson Israel learned with the manna in the desert. 

 This is how Jesus does His work through His followers as we depend upon Him.  Still. 
Application: 

For nothing has changed.  Jesus is not hemmed in by the immensity of the task.  He is not  
hampered by the limitations of our resources.  Hardly.  He is the assigner of the tasks and the 
multiplier of the resources.  Ours is but to trust, to take Him at His word, and to lean into Him.    

Following Christ is like nothing we’ve ever done.  We need to approach it in a new way.  
CONCLUSION: 

Think of what will be involved with the cleanup and repairs from Hurricane Harvey.  By 
last count, that storm has been blamed for 39 deaths and has destroyed or damaged more than 
50,000 homes in Texas.  Officials say it will take years for the hardest-hit areas to recover.  As of 
Friday, 325,000 people have sought federal aid and FEMA has already paid out $57 million.   

Now, let’s say I declare, “I can handle that.  One of my kids spilled juice a few years ago.  
It was no big deal.  I’ve still got the sponge.”  What would you say?  “You need to get a clue.” 

Jesus’ words to us are, “You cannot do this on your own.  But you can trust Me.  You can 
trust Me.  And I will work through you to feed that 5,000 with your five loaves and two fish.” 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Following Christ is like nothing we’ve ever done. 

(magnet) And so we must approach it in a whole new way.


