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April 9, 2017 

“Your King Has Come” 
Matthew 11:25-30 

FCF:  A weariness deeper than we know 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) The King has come to bring us rest. 
 (anchor) Let us rejoice and not resist Him. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 Whatever the cause of a sleepless night, its effects can be serious.  Research shows that, 
cumulatively, lack of sleep costs the U.S. economy $200 billion a year through loss of cognitive 
and emotional functioning; worsened job performance, decision making, and communication.  A 
study done on Harvard doctors (among the best and brightest) indicated that, after a 24-hour 
shift, there was a 36% increase in medical errors and a fivefold increase in serious misdiagnoses. 
 So sleeplessness and weariness is real issue.  Yet our weariness goes deeper than that, far 
deeper than we know.  But there is good news.  Jesus, our great king, has come to give us rest. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 11:25-30 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 In a 1999 Rolling Stone interview, Chris Heath discussed religion with Brad Pitt (READ): 

There is one subject he refers to time and time again, and that is religion.  “I would call it oppression,” he says, “because it stifles any 
kind of personal individual freedom.  I dealt with a lot of that, and my family would diametrically disagree with me on all that.” 
It’s only when we later drift into an unlikely debate about one of the New Testament parables that I realize just how different a kind 
of God Pitt grew up with.  To him, the parable of the Prodigal Son is an authoritarian tale told to keep people in line.  “This,” he 
explains, “is a story which says if you go out and try to find your own voice and find what works for you and what makes sense for 
you, then you are going to be destroyed and you will be humbled and you will not be alive again until you come home to the father’s 
ways.” 

Though he grew up in a church, Brad Pitt now oscillates between atheism and agnosticism.  If I 
could dialogue with him, I’d want to explore Luke 15 a bit together.  For that story is anything 
but an authoritarian tale.  And even more, I’d want to talk about how true Christianity is anything 
but what he has described.  And, if that’s where you are, I’d want to persuade you of the same. 
 Let me set up the arc of Matthew 11.  Jesus responded to John the Baptist’s struggle and 
doubt with compassion.  He then responded to the settled skepticism and unbelief of the crowds 
with a warning.  But here we see a shift in mood.  It’s as though Jesus has taken all this in, taken 
a step back, and is now praying to His Father.  And making a proclamation to His hearers. 
 That makes for a message suited for Palm Sunday - the day we mark Jesus’ triumphant 
entry into the city of Jerusalem and the reception He received.  This King has come to bring us 
rest.  Let us rejoice and not resist Him.  Jesus has come to bring us rest.  Let us rejoice and not 
resist Him.  Especially as we weigh these two things - His sovereign reign and our deepest rest. 
I. HIS SOVEREIGN REIGN 
 Let’s start with the sovereign reign of this King and how that comes out in our text. 
A) The Revelation of the Father 
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 (READ Matthew 11:25-26) Astounding claims, starting with the revelation of the Father. 
1. The fact of election 
Jesus is speaking praise and adoration.  Why?  The fact of election.  The reality of His Father’s 
choosing those to whom the gospel of the kingdom would be revealed.  And be concealed from. 
2. How this can be 
How can this be?  Because of who God is, the Lord of heaven and earth - infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.  He has the 
right as the potter with the clay to reveal Himself not to those who come thinking themselves to 
be wise and understanding but to those who come with childlike hearts, open and teachable. 
B) The Agency of the Son 
 Jesus is making an astonishing claim about the Father.  And then another about Himself 
(READ Matthew 11:27).  The Father alone chooses.  And the Son alone reveals the Father. 
1. The necessity of His work 
There is an absolute necessity to this work of the Son for there is an exclusiveness to His 
knowing the Father.  Only He and those to whom He reveals the Father can know the Father. 
2. How this can be 
But, again, how can this be?  Jesus has a unique authority, a role and responsibility given to Him 
by His Father.  And that is born of their unique relationship, a mutual and reciprocal knowledge 
such that each is really the only one who knows the other.  So Jesus alone is qualified for this. 
 Again, these are astonishing claims.  No mere human could sanely say such things.  Such 
is the sovereign reign of this King, of Jesus.  For He is truly God.  And He alone reveals God. 
Illustration: 
 Amidst my interests are a historical biographies.  The best sources for such projects are 
those who knew the figure being studied - coworkers, associates, friends, and family - especially 
children.  That was certainly the case in a documentary I watched recently on Winston Churchill.  
In time, children can often give a clearer, truer, fuller view than anyone else.  Even a spouse. 
 Jesus, in an eternal relationship with His Father, is best positioned to reveal His Father. 
Application: 
 Let me try and address a couple of questions that come up here.  “Why do some respond 
so poorly to Jesus?”  There’s a twofold answer to that and you see both sides in Matthew 11.  
First, it’s their fault that they respond as they do.  We looked at that last week.  They’re hard to 
please, like sulking children in a snit.  That’s one side.  But the other is that God has determined, 
before the beginning of time, out of His sheer mercy and grace, to whom He will reveal and from 
whom He will conceal.  It’s not one or the other but both sides at the same time.  It’s both.  This 
is a thread you see throughout the Scriptures - both the sovereignty of God and the accountability 
of man.  Never one without or overpowering the other.  We need to humbly reckon with that. 
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 But here’s another question.  “But isn't God unjust in denying this to some?”  No.  God is 
not looking down on a crowd of innocent hikers, wiping out the trails as they dutifully try to 
reach Him.  We are not a sinless race.  We are in rebellion, deserving nothing but judgment.  The 
wonder is not that none will get less than they deserve.  The wonder is that some get far more. 
 My friends, this King has come to bring us rest.  Let us rejoice and not resist Him. 
II. OUR DEEPEST REST 
 His sovereign reign then leads to and allows for the next point, our deepest rest (READ 
Matthew 11:28-30).  Again, with this invitation, we have more astonishing claims from Jesus. 
A) Freed From 
 He begins by speaking of something He has come to free us from.  
1. The labor 
A kind of labor, striving for standing.  A struggle to be and do better, to win God’s favor, to make 
ourselves acceptable.  But you can never know.  You can never be assured you've done enough. 
2. The burden 
Then there’s the heavy weight upon us, like overloaded beasts of burden.  In this context, Jesus is 
speaking of the endless rules and regulations from the religious authorities of the time, extra laws 
put around the Law so as to not get close to the edge, making what is beautiful burdensome.   
Let me give you an example.  Regarding the observations of the Sabbath, the rabbis said you 
could write a two letter word but not three.  That would be work.  For food preparations, you had 
to lay it all out the day before.  These were fences, burdens.  And there were hundreds like this. 
B) Fitted For 
 Jesus is saying He came to free us from that.  To free us for what we are fitted for. 
1. A new yoke 
To exchange the old yoke for a new one.  Now, a yoke is a wooden frame joining two animals 
(usually oxen) for pulling heavy loads.  It’s an image of submission and, in those times, even the 
Law.  Jesus has not come that we would have no yoke but a better one, one that we’re fitted for.   
He has come to fulfill the Law.  Which means, at least partly, He has come to show us its full 
intent - how deeply and broadly it reaches.  Which has the effect of showing us our need of Him.  
“Trust in me, not yourself.  Turn to me and I will be with you, putting the Law upon your heart.” 
2. A lasting rest 
His yoke is easy and His burden is light because we were made to walk in His ways.  That is rest, 
a lasting rest.  A rest that is eternal and one He intends for us to begin to enjoy even now. 
 Our sovereign King has come to bring us our deepest rest from our labors and burdens.  
Illustration: 
 You might wonder, “But do we see these sorts of loads today?”  Absolutely.  The “Pence 
Rule” has been much in the news lately.  That is, the decision by Mike Pence some years ago not 
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to dine alone with a woman who is not his wife or to attend a function where alcohol is served 
without her.  Now, I don’t know what went into that decision.  It’s modeled after a standard set 
by Billy Graham some years ago.  It may have to do with protecting his reputation as a public 
figure.  Or his humbly knowing his own depravity.  Or out of sensitivity to his wife’s concerns. 
 I don’t know.  Is there a problem with it?  No.  It may be wise.  But if it’s elevated beyond 
that to the level of God’s moral commands and then imposed on others then, yes, it’s a problem. 
Application: 
 Here are some other examples - how we vote, what we watch, how we eat, what we read, 
how we parent.  There are a lot of fences out there - not bad in themselves and often wise.  But, 
again, wrong if we elevate them to the level of God’s Law and insist that others play along.   
 But are they harmful?  Legalism binds the conscience.  It nullifies God’s commands.  It 
emphasizes externals and fails to address the heart.  It cheapens the work of Christ and His 
Spirit.  And it makes us judgmental, separating us from those we differ with and causing strife.  
So, yes, this is harmful.  We are never to take away from God’s commands.  Or to add to them. 
 So why is it so attractive?  Why is it such a perennial plague?  A couple of reasons.  First, 
fear.  It’s a scary world out there and we want to protect ourselves and those we care for.  But, 
second, pride.  We think God needs help.  And that we are somehow competent to help Him. 
 Oh, but the King has come to bring us rest.  Let us rejoice and not resist Him. 
CONCLUSION: 
 Spring is in the air.  As is baseball.  Here’s a Yahoo Sports piece from 2000 (READ): 

In Cuba, nothing is bigger than baseball, not even the cigars.  Nothing, that is except Castro.  Recently, the 74-year-old dictator 
grabbed an aluminum bat and walked to the plate in an exhibition game against Venezuela.  When Castro approached the batter’s 
box, the president of Venezuela, Hugo Chavez, left his first-base position to take the mound.  His first pitch didn’t even reach the 
plate, and Castro kept his bat on his shoulder.  The next pitch was a strike, but Castro missed.  A couple more balls and an attempted 
bunt later, the two heads of state were locked into a full count.  Castro watched the 3-2 pitch sale through the middle of the strike 
zone and listened as the umpire called him out.  “No,” Castro said, “that was a ball.”  And he took first base.  No one argued.  
President Chavez said nothing.  The opposing team said nothing, and the umpire said nothing.  Later Castro joked, “Today just wasn’t 
(President Chavez’s) day.” 

You know, it’s tough to get a batter out when the batter has the power to overrule the umpire.  
Dictators can do that.  Now, this may seem like an obvious point.  But Jesus, this king, is no 
dictator.  Oh, He is indeed all-knowing and powerful.  But He is also all-faithful and merciful. 
 I say that’s an obvious point but our lives often tell a different story.  Or at least the way 
we live does.  How we think, speak, and act doesn’t tend to tell the same story Matthew does.  
We’re slow to trust this king.  We’re hesitant to hear and heed this royal invitation.  We are far 
quicker and more prone to slip back into the comfortable familiar folly of the old yoke. 
 Ah, my friends, the crowds that first Palm Sunday shouted far better than they knew 
(READ Matthew 21:9b).  But we can see what they could not.  Let’s join them in their shouts. 
 This King has come to bring us rest.  Let us rejoice and not resist Him. 
PROPOSITION:  (magnet) The King has come to bring us rest. 
 (anchor) Let us rejoice and not resist Him.


