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April 2, 2017 

“His Response to Our Responses - Part Two” 
Matthew 11:16-24 

FCF:  Our inability to hear and unwillingness to heed 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus responds to us in ways fitted to our response to Him. 
 (magnet) We need to carefully consider this. 

SCRIPTURE INTRODUCTION: 
 Imagine the scene.  It’s rush hour, folks on their commute to school and to work on a road 
with a few curves and hills.  There’s fog making visibility difficult.  But everyone knows the 
route so no one bothers to slow down.  The first accident is just over a slight rise.  The police are 
called.  Flares, flashers, and cones are set out.  But then there’s another collision.  And another. 
 The police start throwing the cones in desperation, trying to warn, to get people to stop.  
But no one recognizes the danger.  And so they keep going, one after another into the pileup. 
 This isn’t a fanciful scenario.  You can hear such in the news.  And in Jesus’ pleas to us. 
SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 11:16-24 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
SERMON INTRODUCTION: 
 This is the second part of a two part series looking at Jesus’ response to our responses.  
Last week, I told the story of how the Postal Service has confused my identity with our son’s.  
And I asked the question, “How does God treat us?”  Well, He knows us as persons.  And treats 
us as persons.  We see this in Matthew 11 with John the Baptist.  John was struggling to believe.  
He was wrestling with doubt.  And Jesus responded to him with great patience and compassion. 
 That was last week.  This week, we have a similar theme but a different dynamic with a 
separate set of responses.  In the text we just read, Jesus is addressing people not struggling with 
their doubt but settled in their unbelief.  Maybe it surprises you that some would respond in that 
way at that time.  Or perhaps it surprises you that the biblical writers would record such a thing. 
 But that was their response to Jesus.  His response to them is different from His response 
to John.  For Jesus responds to us in ways fitted to our response to Him.  We need to carefully 
consider this.  Especially as we see two things - the warning given and then the woe pronounced. 
I. A WARNING GIVEN 
 The warning is striking (READ Matthew 11:16-19).  Jesus says we are like sulking brats. 
A) An Everyday Sight 
 As He often does, Jesus makes use of an everyday sight to illustrate His point. 
1. A marketplace game 
In this case, a marketplace game.  In those days, the big events for village life would have been 
weddings and funerals.  Children being children, they would then want to imitate that in play.   
2. A gridlock result 
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But sometimes that didn’t go so well.  And we can easily imagine this.  One side says, “Let’s 
play wedding.”  And the other says, “I don’t want to dance.  So let’s play funeral.”  To which the 
first side says, “I don’t like the dirge.”  So they refuse to play and remain stuck in their sulking. 
B) Their Hearts Exposed 
 Jesus, using this everyday sight in the marketplace, is then able to expose their hearts. 
1. Refusal of John 
“This is exactly what you are doing.  You are like sulking brats, children in a snit.”  John played 
a dirge.  He fasted, lived in poverty, and called them to repentance.  And they refused to play. 
2. Refusal of Jesus 
Then Jesus came.  He piped and danced.  He showed Himself to be the king, ushering in the 
kingdom.  He demonstrated His authority through His teaching and miracles to the outcasts and 
the forgotten.  And they stubbornly refused to listen or to play.  They were impossible to please. 
 So this is the warning given.  And this the nature of unbelief.  It is to respond to Jesus as 
sulking brats.  And why would we do this?  Because it isn’t our game.  We aren’t in control. 
Illustration: 
 Think of politicians entrenched along party lines.  It can be at any level.  There’s a serious 
issue on the table.  But no one is willing to consider an idea from the other side, no matter how 
good it may be.  Why?  Because it’s their idea, not ours.  So they would get the credit, not us. 
Application: 
 Jesus is saying that, to the extent that we refuse to hear Him, that’s us - sulking brats and 
stubborn politicians.  The gospel is a twofold message.  On the one hand, our hearts are more 
twisted and our condition is more dire than we ever dared to fear.  On the other hand, in Christ, 
God loves us and cares for us more than we ever dared to dream.  So, you see, we’ve lost control.  
There’s no place for our deserving from God.  And so, there’s no place for our making demands 
of God.  We’re left with yielding and trusting.  It’s not our game.  We have to give up control.   
 This then is how Jesus responds to our unbelief.  And it is fitted to our response to Him. 
II. A WOE PRONOUNCED 
 Now this warning given then leads to a woe pronounced (READ Matthew 11:20-24). 
A) What This Meant 
 We don’t speak in terms of “woe” much now so we need to unpack the two sides of this. 
1. Anger 
The first is anger.  There’s an element of holy wrath here.  What is His just due has been denied. 
2. Lament 
But the other side is lament.  There is a deep sorrow and grief for what was and should be. 
B) Why It Came 
 That’s what Jesus means when He speaks in this way.  But what was behind this? 
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1. The cities involved 
Here’s some background to the cities involved.  Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum were all 
known and nearby.  And they were places in which Jesus had performed most of His miracles.  
Yet, on the whole, they had rejected Him and His message and had remained unrepentant. 
Tyre and Sidon were ancient cities, condemned by the Old Testament prophets for Baal worship.  
Sodom was known for its wickedness and rebellion.  And there is an allusion here to Babylon as 
well - known for its pride and self-sufficiency.  And Jesus is boldly equating the two groups.   
2. The principle at stake 
Which had to have been shocking to His hearers.  But they had all the evidence they could have 
asked for and yet refused to believe.  So here’s the principle at stake - we are accountable for 
what we know.  Which means that the more we know, the more accountable we are before God. 
 And that is what leads Jesus from giving a warning to then pronouncing this woe. 
Application: 
 What do we learn from this?  It tells us something else about the nature of unbelief and its 
power.  Unbelief is often not just a lack of something.  It’s often the presence of something else, 
something in our hearts that refuses to yield and give way, a resistance to Jesus and the gospel. 
 Now let me qualify that.  I’m not saying there’s no place for asking good questions and 
insisting on good answers.  But there’s often more going on there than just misunderstanding or 
misinformation.  And we need to own that.  We need to be honest about the biases we bring.  It 
was that bias that stood as a barrier to belief in those cities, despite all they had seen and heard. 
 This then is how Jesus responds to our unbelief.  And it is fitted to our response to Him. 
CONCLUSION: 
 This fitted-ness to Jesus’ response is what we see in how He responds to John, struggling 
with his doubt, and then to the crowds, settled in their unbelief.  And we need to understand that 
it’s not as though Jesus was showing compassion to John and then something else to the crowds.  
He was compassionate to both.  But that compassion then expressed itself in different ways.   
 Now you might say, “How?  Surely, with this talk of hell and eternal judgment, all Jesus 
is trying to do is change us through fear or motivate us by intimidation.”  No, that would be a 
fundamental misunderstanding of how our hearts work.  Deep change never comes through fear 
but through love.  It’s devotion and care that moves us to real change and lasting transformation. 
 “So how do we see such love here?”  By the price paid.  Through the cost borne for us.  
The great British preacher, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, used to illustrate it this way (READ quote): 

Imagine that a friend comes to see me and says, "I was at your house the other day and a bill came due. You 
weren't there, so I paid it."  How should I respond?  The answer is I have no idea how to respond until I know 
how big the bill was.  Was it just a postage charge?  Twenty cents or so?  If so, you would say, "Thank you."  
But what if it was ten years of back taxes?  What if it was an enormous debt?  Until I know how much he paid, I 
don't know whether to shake his hand or fall down on the ground and kiss his feet. 
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How much did Jesus pay?  These words were spoken in love.  And spoken by One who came to 
bear a great debt, an eternal debt justly owed by us as flawed moral agents to a holy God.   
 He came to bear it, to shoulder it in full.  And to do so for any and for all - no matter who 
they are or what they’ve done - for any who will give up their self-righteousness and their self-
dependence.  For any who will repent and trust in Him.  And follow Him with their very lives. 
 That’s His response even to those who respond to Him in unbelief.  We need to hear that. 
PROPOSITION:  (anchor) Jesus responds to us in ways fitted to our response to Him. 
 (magnet) We need to carefully consider this.


